Stnte Capitel :
PO, Bax S42640 i.@tii emhlg Pwm”uf“r m"mh
Sacramento, CA 94245-0096 o i :
" 916) 315.2098 @alifornia Legislature Sam Asnestad
Fax: (918) 313-2162 SJLG&T::»::IL
Wilis Guer = , roia
e ecincaimbni Elections, Reapportionment and . S—-
M iscuiesmhmons Constitutional Amendments Committee MG F Sl
lr:ll T
Chwistine Kehoo
ohn Longville, Chai ratecyirein
John Longville, C air Geoepe Nekans
ﬂ.saunﬂyﬂmmr, Sﬂn-sm Distrct J“""'}' GI'DMH
Kavin Shalay
Jusn Vamgas

TRANSCRIPT OF
PUBLIC HEARING ON REDISTRICTING
INDENTIFICATION OF COMMUNITIES OF INTEREST
MAY 11, 2001

FRESNO CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS- 2"° FLOOR
2600 FRESNO STREET
FRESNO, CA 93721

PLEASE NOTE:

The following transcript was prepared by certified shorthand reporters. The Committee has
corrected transcription errors that altered the substance of statements made by committee
members. Other errorsthat do not interfere with under standing the substance have not
been corrected.

The Committee invites individuals and organizations who made presentations at the hearing
to adviseit in writing if there are any errorsin transcription that alter the substance of their

testimony.



2 - 000-
3 PUBLI C HEARI NG ON REDI STRI CTI NG
4 | DENTI FI CATI ON OF COMVUNI TI ES OF | NTEREST
5 May 11, 2001
6 Fresno City Hall
7 City Council Chanbers - 2nd Fl oor
8 2600 Fresno Street
9 Fresno, California 93721

10 -000-

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22 Reported By: GRETA GREGORY, CSR 8612, JULIE KEENEY, CSR 8804
(106563)

23
24

25



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CHAl RMAN LONGVI LLE: Good norning. Thank you
For attending this hearing of the Assenbly Comittee on
El ecti ons, Reapportionment and Constitutional Amendnents.
The California Assenbly is comritted to conducting a
fair and open redistricting process in which menmbers of
the public are able to have a voice and an effective role.
This is the second in a series of hearings that we've
hel d in various |locations throughout the state for the
pur pose of gathering your views into the redistricting
process. As you know, we're all inpacted by the census
bureau every ten years, and redistricting is the process
by which the lines for the state |egislature, congress
and for state board of equalization districts are
changed every ten years to reflect changes in popul ation
concentrati on.

The | ast census was a year ago April. W
received a detailed result after that census at the end
of March of this year, and these census results show us
that California has experienced an overall population
i ncrease beyond the average within the United States,
whi ch neans that we have an additional congressiona
seat and that our population has shifted within the
state, so that sone areas that currently have a
particul ar nunmber of districts will need nore districts

because they now have a greater portion of this state's
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popul ati on and sone areas where the popul ati on has not
grown as nuch in the |last ten years as the average wll
| ose districts or portions of districts.

California has an overall population as of a
year ago April of 33,871,646 people, so it's -- we have
to draw 80 assenbly districts out of that nunber, 40
senate districts out of that nunber, 53 congressiona
districts and four state board of equalization districts
wi thin those groups. Each district should be as nearly
as practical the sanme identical population, so we have
to redraw the lines to make that the case, and the
typi cal assenbly district, for exanple, is going to have
a popul ati on now of about 423,396 people in it, and
we'll try and get as close as we can to drawi ng the
lines so that we have al nbst exactly 423,396 people in
each assenbly district.

That just to get sonme perspective on that, the
| ast redistricting ten years ago, typical assenbly
district popul ation was about 372,000, so the state's
grown quite a bit. Senate districts will be exactly
doubl e that population. Districts in the house of
representatives now wi |l be about 639,088, and those
changes in popul ation that have occurred will be
reflected, that's the nunber one goal we have to achieve

in drawing new |l ines. There are various other
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requi renents we have to neet, as well. W have to -- we
need requirenents fromthe constitution, the Federa
Voting Rights Act and the California Constitution as
wel | as any court decisions that have been nmade in
recent years, and the single nmost inportant factor we
have to | ook at other than just popul ation nunbers is
what are called comunities of interest, and communities
of interest can be very broadly defined. They can
i nclude any kind of ties that bind communities together
A comrunity that's around a river port, for
exanpl e, has an interest, a conmunity that's in a valley
with mountains on either side of it is a community of
interest, so it could be geographic. Also, community
m ght -- a community of interest mght include people
who all canme from Latin Anerica. That mght be a
community of interest. They may now tend to live in one
area, that's a comunity of interest, mght be people
who have sonething else in common whether it's
soci oeconom ¢ data or any nunber of things that nmake
people feel like they belong together, they are a
community of interest, and, so, of course, there are
many overlapping communities of interest around the
state, and what we need to do is find out fromyou which
communities of interest are nost inportant to you, so

that we try at least to avoid drawing lines that split
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communities of interest nore than necessary, and so we
try to make sure that where we do, we're not splitting
what you consider to be the nost inportant communities
of interest, but rather going along the lines of one
that you consider to be less crucial, so we will attenpt
to do that, and in doing this your testimony will play a

very major role in how we draw the lines through this

ar ea.
Qur main purpose today is to get that

testinony. |If you wish to offer testinony on matters

other than redistricting we will attenpt to accommvpdate

you, but that's the primary purpose here today is
redistricting. And let nme tell you there are sone other
ways you can put in information. [If you don't get -- if
you are a little bashful today but you would still 1ike
to give us sonme input or if you cane just to watch, but
after listening what's said today you feel |ike there
are things you can add, there are other ways you can get
input to ne. CObviously, you can wite us, we al so have
a web site and that's a good way to get in touch with
us. And | believe we have a sign up here sonmewhere with
the web site; is that correct? Do we have a sign with a
web site up someplace? All right.

There are on the table outside there is

i nformati on which includes anpbng ot her things the web
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site address, so |I'd wel cone you to take and gat her the
various information out there, and all of the hearings
wi |l appear on that web site, the list of all the
hearings and the web site address for those who want to
wite it down is ww. assenbly, A-S-S-E-MB-L-Y
.ca.gov/erca, that's E-R-C-A for the comm ttee nane
El ecti ons Reapportionnent and Constitutional Anendnents.
We al so have addresses. Anyone who wants this
i nformati on we have it on the list outside of the
outside. | won't go through all of this in any greater
detail, but we have a variety of information out front
whi ch you can also review that will describe our
processes and the ways in which we're going to -- ways

in which you can nmake it easiest to give us your input

on where district lines should be. We will, by the way,
after holding these hearings around the state, we'll go
back to Sacranmento. W will make a stab at draw ng sone
lines and then we'll go at |east another couple of days

of hearings after we cone up with some |ines so you can
gi ve us sone feedback then as well and tell us how wel
we've done and if there's anything that you think needs
to be changed. When we do that those hearings will be
announced on the web site, as well, and we will even
attenpt if we can do so, we're not certain we can do

this yet, but we will attenpt when we hold those
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hearings in Sacranento to see if we can have a live
hook-up right here to this very sane |ocation, and we'l
announce that so that people who canme here today, if you
want to can come back and participate by a conputer
hook-up and possibly even a video hook-up, an audio
hook-up with that hearing in Sacranento after we've
drawn lines, so we want to thank you for your
partici pation today and hope you'll continue to
partici pate as the process moves along, and I want to
wel come as well and invite a few remarks perhaps from
one of your l|ocal nenbers of the assenbly who has joi ned
us on the committee today, assenbly nenber, Sarah Reyes.
M5. REYES: Thank you. | want to wel cone the
assenbly committee on el ections and reapportionnent to
nmy district. CHAIRMAN LONGVILLE, if you didn't know,
you are currently sitting in the 31st assenbly district,
so welcome. And | do want to wel cone the chairman, John
Longville, who I think has probably the nost difficult
task in the state assenbly this year as he goes through
reapportionnent. It is not an easy task that he has
been assigned, but one that | know that he is up for the
task and will do a very fair and open job. | want to
wel come all of you to this commttee hearing. This is
an inportant process that we go through every ten years,

and | would hope that all of you would allow your voices
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to be heard and your concerns to be heard as we nove to
deci di ng who represents the areas of the entire state of
California. Reapportionnent being only ten years, this
is an opportunity for you to have those statenents. |
will tell you that | want to thank the speaker, Bob
Hert zberg and Senator John Burton for nmaking this issue
so open to all California and notice that we're not
havi ng these hearings just in Sacramento, but we're here
in Fresno and we're going to be going throughout the
state to hear from Californians, to hear from conmunity
of interest, to hear from people how they think the
process to go as we nmove forward. So | | ook forward to
hearing fromall of you. | will say now that | am going
to have to duck out a little after 12:00 because | have
about 400 seniors that are having lunch today that |
have to go and do a wel coni ng address to, but | | ook
forward to hearing your comments today and thank you
assenbly nmenber, John Longville, and really for the
staff because | think you and | would admit that the
staff has put a lot of work into all of this whether
it's the menmber staff or individual comittee staff
menbers or the sergeants, they've done a great job

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: We will take a brief
break occasionally for two reasons: To allow our court

reporter to every once and a while to stretch her
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fingers and to allow the people who are recording this
with an audio tape to flip the tape over, so it may
occasionally get a signal fromone of themthat to take
a brief break and we'll do that, we'll acconmpdate that.

We also try to begin the hearing by checking
if we have any of our officials fromthe area who are --
first, any of themin the federal governnment, if any of
the |l ocal nenbers of congress showed up we were unaware
of anybody, but if there any we would invite themto
step forward. |[If there are none, if there were any
other state officials who were in attendance that we're
unaware of it, we would invite you to step forward at
this time. |If there are none, then we have severa
peopl e who have been schedul ed in advance to testify,
and | will begin with them

At the end of the people who have been
schedul ed, by the way, we will have an open microphone.
There's a sign-in sheet, which is | believe out in the
| obby area, and if you have not been schedul ed ahead of
time, you want to nmke sure and sign in on there and
we'l|l take -- our first schedul ed witness is Kathleen
Crookham County Supervisor, County of Merced. And
t hank you very nmuch, supervisor, we wel cone you.

MS. CROOKHAM  Well, thank you. It's really a

pl easure to be here, and | am so pleased that you are
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havi ng these hearings throughout the state, and hello to
Assenbl yman Reyes. |'m Kathleen Crookham and |I'm a
county supervisor for Merced in District Two, and |I'm
al so a rancher in Merced County. | ama former schoo
adm nistrator retired from Merced County. |'m a nother
of three and a grandnother of three and about
eight-ninths, so we're going to have a grandchild the
end of this nonth.

I'"'ma native of Merced County. My
grandparents canme to the county in 1880, bought
property, which we still have in our famly, and we
still maintain as a ranch, which is in sone respect
really an awesone feat in itself, but Merced County has
grown and changed very much in nmy lifetinme, but there's
still ways that it remains nuch the sane as in ny youth.

Merced County has many attributes and
significant problenms. W share overwhel mi ng comunities
of interest with Stanislaus County for which we're now
joined in the representative districts. These community
of interests include, nunber one, the sanme agricultura
product and industry base. Nunber two, small rura
comuni ties surroundi ng noderate sized county hub seats.
Five of these conmunities represent the | argest
popul ati on on the west side of the valley. Nunber

three, we share highly ethnically diverse popul ati ons
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i ncluding | arge Hispanic, Portuguese and nore recently
Hmong popul ations. There are al so significant Sikh and
Asi an conmunities which are nore unique to these two
counti es.

We have many grow ng bedroom communities that
commute to the Bay Area, npbst especially the Silicon
Val l ey, and recently there have been a nunber of
articles showi ng the nunmber of people who have noved to
Los Banos and the large mgration out every norning and
t hose who return again in the evening.

Nunber five, our educational systens which we
share with California State University, Stanislaus has a
hub, the Tri-County center, which is based at the Merced
Community Col | ege, which now has devel oped a partnership
prograns between the conmunity public schools, the
comunity col |l eges, Stanislaus State University and UC
Merced, and they address the uni que needs of our area,
whi ch include high dropout high school rates and al so
| ow UC attendance, and probably the nopst significant
that we share is our economic conditions and probl ens,
whi ch include some of the highest unenpl oynent and the
hi ghest poverty levels in the state of California. And,
nunmber seven, in the | ast decade we have experienced
dramatic effects of several nmilitary bases cl osing.

Castle Air Force Base in Merced County, and severa

11
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smal | er bases in and about Stanislaus County al so have
cl osed. Merced and Stanislaus counties also share new
econoni ¢ devel opnent strategies that were ai med and
addressing these dramati c changes at the sane tine
preserving our agricultural place and our vast wetl ands.
In decades prior to the last Merced County was al so
often divided up into representative districts in which
primarily were based in Fresno County as well as

St ani sl aus County and even Santa Cruz County, which is
unbel i evabl e.

While we enjoy representatives by a large
nunber of excellent |egislatures, we are nonethel ess
smal | corners of these districts and which dilutes the
signi ficance and inportance of unique conditions and the
needs that we have.

Fresno historically is the | argest comunity
of the San Joaquin Valley, has increased in recent years
and decade and has become a very | arge urbanized area
with needs and chall enges simlar to the other
metropolitan areas in California. |In the |ast decade
Merced County has been wholly and | egislative
congressional districts joined primarily with Stanislaus
County wi th whom we share nost of the comunities of
interest, which | have nentioned.

Thus, it has allowed us to bring a focus to

12
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t he uni que and significant challenges that our
conmunities face and to work in a unified effort with
our legislatures to address our needs. Merced and

St ani sl aus County remai n sandwi ched between | arge

cities of Fresno and Stockton. | urge you to keep these
two central valley areas joined in the district so that
we nmay continue to have representatives who fully
recogni zes our challenges and can focus on our goals in
provi di ng greater opportunities and prosperity for all o
our citizens.

Thank you so nmuch for com ng and thank you for
allowing ne to explain what we really would |like to have
as far as representatives and the government. Thank
you.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: Thank you very much,
Madam Supervi sor. We appreciate you taking the time to
be here. Qur next witness will be fromthe Asian
American and Pacific |Islander network of Central
California, and actually we have a group of w tnesses |
believe yet, and ny understanding is that we have the
one m crophone there, but we have several chairs, if
people want to pull up to the chairs and then cone up to
the m crophone each in order, and | believe Debbie Tom
Ms. Tom is it pronounced Tonf

MS. TOM  Yes.

13
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CHAl RMAN LONGVI LLE: Are you going to then
i ntroduce each of your colleagues in turn? Do you want
to do that or do you want me to introduce them
i ndividually? What's your preference?

Ms. TOM | can, if you like.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: Why don't you go ahead
and we' Il just let you take charge of the show here for
t he next few mnutes.

M5. TOM Good norning. Thank you for having
us here. MW nane is Debbie Tom | work as a consultant
with non-profit organizations. Currently, | am
conpl eting a special project on the Southeast Asian
conmunities for The California Endowrent. The
California Endowrent is a private foundati on dedi cated
to meeting the health needs of California's diverse
peopl e.

| graduated from California State University,
Fresno. | lived in Clovis in the md '70's and late
'"80's. After a decade of living on the East Coast |
noved back to Fresno last sumer. M work has been with
the imm grant and refugee communities on both coasts. |
have been a nmenber of the Central California Asian
Paci fic Wonen's organi zation, the Japanese Citizens
League, and nost recently, as one of the three

facilitators for the Asian Anerican and Pacific |slander

14
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(AAPI) Network in the central valley. | have al so been
a registered voter all of ny adult life.

My comrents today will be an overview of the
diversity and conplexity of Central California s Asian
American and Pacific Islander communities. The
formation of the Central California AAPI Network is a
direct result of town hall neetings organi zed by the
VWi te House Conmi ssion on Asian Americans and Pacific
I sl anders. The comm ssion released its report on Asian
Anmericans and Pacific |Islanders earlier this year. This
report to the nation is entitled Asian Anericans and
Paci fic Islanders: A People Looking Forward. It
carries the theme of Action for Access and Partnerships
in the 21st Century. This report is available on-1line
at ww. aapi.gov. | wish to highlight three of the
commi ssion's findings.

First, Asian American and Pacific |Islanders
remain the fastest growi ng ethnic and racial popul ation
in the United States. 35 percent of Asian Anmericans and
Pacific Islanders live in the linguistically isolated
househol ds where no one aged 14 or ol der speaks Engli sh
very well. 61 percent of Hnong American househol ds, 56
percent of Canbodi an Anerican househol ds, 52 percent of
Laoti an Anerican househol ds, 44 percent of Vietnanese

Anmeri can househol ds, 41 percent of Korean Anerican

15
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househol ds and 40 percent of Chi nese American househol ds
are linguistically isolated.

1.4 million Asian Americans of Pacific
I sl anders or 13 percent of the popul ation were at or
bel ow the federal poverty level in 1998; in 1989 poverty
rates for Hmong Anericans was 66 percent, 43 percent for
Canmbodi an Anericans and 35 percent for Laotian
Ameri cans.

The 2000 census data show that AAPI popul ation
both occurred in central valley counties. The census
counted approxi mately 280, 000 Asian Anericans and
Pacific Islanders in the Fresno, Kern, Merced, San
Joaqui n, Stanislaus and Tulare counties. This figure is
an under count because it does not include -- only
i ncl ude single-race individuals and does not include
multi-race individuals. All except Merced are within
the top 20 California counties with high Asian Anericans
and Pacific Islander popul ations.

The inpact of the population growmh is evident
in the changi ng dynam cs of our nei ghborhoods,
specifically in the cities such as Fresno, Visalia,
Merced, Mpbdesto, Stockton. We see storefronts in
vari ous Asi an | anguage such as Hmong, Khner, Lao,

Vi et nanese, Chinese and Indian, and we see mni-nmalls

like Asian Village here in Fresno operated and owned by

16
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Asi an Anmericans and Pacific |Islanders. The nost visible
entrepreneurial enterprises are the food establishnents.
They are Vi etnanese, Thai, Indian and Chinese
restaurants and Seven-El even type stores operated by

Si khs and East |ndians. Hnong, Lao and Canmbodi ans have
establ i shed auto shops and deal erships. Mny of these
busi nesses are in the urban areas of central valley
cities and towns.

In addition to the small business
establ i shments, many Asian Anericans and Pacific
I sl anders contribute to the valley's agricultura
econony. They work in the fields, |ease |and for
farmi ng and others are farmowners. CQur representative
fromthe Hrong American conmunity will describe the
chal l enges faced by our small| farner.

Ot her visible establishnents are churches and
pl aces of worship and comrunity-based health and human
organi zations. The Asian Anmerican and Pacific |slanders
are active in various Christian and non-Christian
faith-based organizations. Fresno is hone to the newest
and second | argest Cambodi an Tenple in the United
States. It is located at the corner of Valentine and
Clinton, the largest one is in Washington DC. Fresno is
home to the Muslim Mosque, across from California State

Uni versity Fresno; and located in Fresno Chinatown is

17
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t he Japanese Buddhi st Tenpl e designated a historica
| andmar k.

The AAPI network has a mailing list in Fresno,
Merced, San Joaquin, Stanislaus and Tul are Counti es.

Qur outreach efforts have brought together Canbodi ans,
Chi nese, East Indians, Hawaiians, Hnmobng, Japanese,

Kor eans, Lahu, Laotians, Men, Filipinos, Sanpans, Sikhs
Thai s, Vietnanmese and nmany others fromthe U S. Census
category for Asian Anericans and Pacific |slanders.
These individuals are affiliates of over 50
communi ty- based organi zati ons.

These AAPI community-based groups provide a
host of social services and organi ze events that enrich
our life in the valley. Special celebrations are
pl anned for the nonth of May, which is Asian Pacific
Anerican Heritage Month and Refugee Awar eness Month.
Upconmi ng events in Fresno are May 19th, the E Street
Fair in Chinatown. My 25th, Refugee Awareness Day,
Asian Village; May 25th, 26th and 27, Southwest Asian
Wat er Festival, Kearney Park; and May 26, an all Asian
American and Pacific Islander G aduation Cerenony at
Fresno State.

These AAP events show that our comrunities are
located in all quadrants of the city of Fresno. W

request that you consider nmetro Fresno as an inportant

18
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community of interest to hold intact instead of cutting
it into several districts as it currently is.

The network nenbers are energi zed and
ent husi astic about our numbers and our ability to
strengthen vall ey Asian Anmerican and Pacific Islander
voice utilizing the White House Conmi ssion's findings
and recomendations. Qur capacity to engage in civic
efforts like the redistricting process is strengthened
by our |inkage with other AAPI organizations statew de.
Approxi mately 25 central valley AAPI's participated in
the Asian American and Pacific |slander California
Action Network Legislative Conference. At that Mrch
conference we nmet with our |ocal elected officials |ike
Sarah Reyes. The redistricting process was expl ai ned
and an additional redistricting workshop was provided by
the Asian Pacific Legal Center for our network nenbers
in Fresno.

We are not prepared at this time to present a
proposal for assenbly districts, however the AAPI
network menbers will share specific information about
the communities they represent. They will also share
goals and priorities which are inportant to insuring the
full and neani ngful enfranchi sement for their
conmuni ti es.

I n concl usion, Asian Anerican and Pacific

19
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I sl anders contribute to California' s econom c,

spiritual, cultural and political life. The AAPI
network of Central California will continue to convene
to address comon concerns and to strengthen our valley
voice. Qur network is conmtted to fostering a
cooperative spirit as we nove forward in this process.
We urge you to enforce the Voting Rights Act and to keep
our diverse comunities whole so that our voices are
represented. Review our communities' participation in
the redistricting process as the next step to insuring
our comunities count. Participating in our discussion
have been representatives froma broad array of groups.
Voi ces of our network are fromthe Organization of

Chi nese Anmericans, Japanese Anericans Citizens League,
Fresno Center for New Anericans, Hmong Anericans
Community, Asian Anericans Coalition based in Visalia,
and Chinatown Revitalization, Inc. of Fresno. Thank you
for the opportunity to speak and for holding this
hearing in Fresno.

CHAI RMAN LONGVI LLE: Thank you, Ms. Tom If |
may, before you introduce the other speakers, let ne
just introduce who the other members are just joined us
on the dias, and |let nme know we've been joined by
assenbly nenber Tony Cardenas on your right, on ny left,

fromthe San Fernando Valley, and by assenbly nenber
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Bill Leonard on ny far right, but on your left.
Assenbly nmenmber Bill Leonard is fromthe San Bernardino
area adjoining my owmn district. In fact, Assenbl yman
Leonard is one of the nost senior nenbers of the
| egi sl ature and al so a nenber the el ections and
reapportionment committee, and if either of you have any
observations that you want to nake as we start out,
there's certainly both of you want to note anything
before we hear the testinony. M. Cardenas?

MR, CARDENAS: Good norning. Once again ny
name i s Tony Cardenas. |'m state assenblyman from
anot her snmaller valley, the San Fernando Vall ey down
south. | just wanted to say | wel come your testinmony
and | appreciate your testinony, because your testinony
and your opinions and your perspectives will go very far
in determning how the redistricting process will be
handled in the legislature this year, and it is your
i nput and testinony being that you are the community
that we serve and you are the community that will be
served by the redistricting process, so | just wanted to
say thank you very nmuch for coming today to take this
testimony very seriously and it will be part of the
permanent record of this process, so thank you.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: Thank you very much,

M. Cardenas. M. Leonard.
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MR, LEONARD: Thank you, M. Chairman. | want
to apol ogi ze for being late. Every tinme | conme to
Fresno it gets busier and busier. | too want to wel cone
everyone, and |'mhere to listen to your input on the
redistricting and am pleased with the turnout that's in
t he audi ence today and the nunber of interested parties
and wel cone your testinobny, so excuse the interruption.

CHAI RMAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch, and
just to fill in the two nenbers, the only testinony you
nm ssed so far was Supervisor Kathleen Crookham the
County of Merced, which gave us testinony, and that, of
course, is on tape and will be part of the transcript,
and Ms. Debbie Tomis coordinating the presentation.

Ms. Tomis with the Asian American and Pacific I|slander
network of Central California and has several additional
peopl e who have joined her today representing various
sections of the Asian comunity, and she is going to

i ntroduce themto continue with the testinony at this
time. M. Tom

MS. TOM Thank you. | would |ike to next
present our representative fromthe organi zation of
Chi nese Anericans and al so representing the Chi nat own
Revitalization of Fresno, Inc., Kathleen Orachi,
OMA-CHI

CHAI RMAN LONGVI LLE: And | adi es and gentl enen,
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as you begin of your testinony if you could just once
gi ve your name and spell it for the record, and |'ve
al so been advised and |I'm probably the worst at this,
but 1'Il pass the word along that it's hel pful for the
court reporters if | don't talk real quickly like this
all the time, so I'll try not to.

MS. OMACHI: Thank you. Good norning,
Honor abl e Assenbly Menbers. It's a pleasure to be here.
My nane is Kathleen Satomi Omachi, and the m ddl e nane
is spelled S-A-T-O-M1, spelling of the last nanme is
OMA-CHI. |I|I'mhere on behalf of the Asian Pacific
community within the great central valley, and to
di scuss with you sone of our redistricting needs in
light of our history in this community. Very briefly
about nyself, nmy famly has been in the central Valley
and in the Fresno area for over 100 years. |In fact, ny
father was born in 1913 in China Alley in Chinatown.
That may be one reason why | hel ped organi zed and now am
of ficer for the Chinatown Revitalization here in Fresno.
| also amone of the original charter nmenbers for the
Central Valley Organization for Chinese Anericans, an
organi zi ng nmenber of the Asian Pacific American Heritage
Coalition. I'"malso very pleased to sit on the board
for Fresno Revitalization Corporation that deals with

redevel opnent in the downtown Fresno area. | have been
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a board nenber and past officer for the Marjorie Mason
Center, which in the valley provides one of the |argest
shel ters and advocaci es supports for wonen who are
abused and their children, and | am pleased to be a
menber of the Fresno Planned Gowth coalition, which is
now t aking on the issue of how we ook in this community
and what kind of |egacy we provide for our children in
the future. | also sit and hel ped organize the El Rio
Reyes River Trust Fund, which is the only Kings River
preservation organization in the valley. | have been in
the area of conmunity organi zing for over 30 years,

whi ch you can add or take off a little bit of years for
how old I am but | have been very pleased to work in
comunities, to be able to secure nuch needed accessible
services that through, local, state and federal funds
whi ch have addressed the needs of nmulti-Ilingual nenta
health services, nmulti-cultural senior services.
Non-traditional journeyman enployment for teen parents
and particularly teen nothers under 16 years ol d.

Enmpl oyment training for Asian American and Asi an

Ameri can youth, refugee services, nmulti-cultura
educational curricul um devel opnent, preservation of |ow
i ncome and high mnority popul ati on nei ghbor hoods and
agricultural resources.

Once again, as | said, that ny famly has been
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here for over 100 years. W were also faced with a
situation of never being able to financially own a hone,
so | speak to you today as not only a person fromthe
Asi an Pacific community where many individuals see us as
have making it or have made it in this comunity, but
you do need to know that nmany of us had been raised al so
in hones that did not have solid floor woods and were
never able to say that we owned our own hones.

Part of what we are tal king about today is the
Fresno area historically. Most of you renenber sone of
you history in the area that the mpjority of the
i ndi viduals that cane to California, and in particul ar
the central Valley cane after the Gold Rush in the
1840's. The population in Fresno, and that's | ess than
a mle anay fromhere, is an area call ed Chi nat own.
Chi nat own was the hone, the original home since the
1860's and was incorporated in 1875 of nine separate
comunity groups that called the area their base of
their home and their businesses, which included African
Aneri can, Arnmeni an, Basque, Chinese, Japanese, ltalian
Portugese, German, Anmerican, and there's one other
comunity that | always forget, so I'mgoing to have to
apol ogi ze on that one.

One of the reasons why you are such a | arge

nunber and that same community stayed together up unti
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about the 1930's and 40's, and if npst of you | ook at
historically the reason why there was such a
concentration of individuals who had their businesses
there, lived there, had their own schools and their own
hospitals, is that they were not allowed to |ive
anywhere else in this area. Then the change in
government and the change with some of the governnent
policies people did nove and they did disburse, what you
see now historically is some of the novenent within our
community. The Japanese, Anericans and Chinese
Ameri cans communities within the area have noved north,
the north section of Fresno, but the rural communities
have al ways stayed intact.

You have one of the highest concentrations of
t he Japanese Anericans comunities in the south vall ey,
whi ch woul d be the Fow er, Sanger, Selm and Reedl ey
areas of conmunity. Those are individuals who have been
here for over 100 years, have established both Christian
and Buddhi st churches, have been in the area of
agriculture. Again, that is a theme that has gone on
historically within the Japanese Anerican, Chinese
Ameri can and new nenbers of the Asian Pacific community
is agriculture, and you will hear that throughout the
presentation today. The one identifying |large commnity

of interest that affected our redistricting needs is
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t hat econom c base of agricultural

What you will see within the Japanese and the
Chi nese Anerican community is that you m ght consider
long tinme, quote, Americanized comunities is that we
bore the brunt of all of the legislative
di scrimnational acts fromthe 1800's up until | would
say the md '50's. Gowing up inthis area, |I'ma third
generation Japanese American, | started school speaking
Armeni an, Japanese and a little English. | was
classified as MR or nentally retarded. |'mvery pl eased
to let you know that being able to get through school in
Reedl ey Junior College, Fresno State and | graduated
with my Masters in social work at UC Berkley, but that
ki nd of stigmatismthat can carry on with individuals
who speak a separate | anguage or additional |anguages
carries on throughout their life. W are |ooking also
within our famlies. |In the Sacranento area
historically just south of you are two areas that you
shoul d be very famliar with, which is Wal nut G ove and
Isleton. WAl nut Grove and Isleton are the hones of one
of the largest concentration of isolated Filipino senior
men. They were the direct recipients of the
anti-m scegenation laws in California which precluded
any man of color to marry any Caucasi an wonman

Legi sl atively what had happened in that issue is that it
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kept any famly fromreuniting. It also kept anyone
fromestablishing famliar roots in this conmunity.
Many of those individuals have passed on. They have
passed on al one.

Additionally, some other |egislative inpacts
have happened when voting rights and the issue of
mnority community cones up is the Chinese community,
al so not too far fromthe Sacranento area, which the
i ndi viduals were allowed to own their homes, but not the
land. This went on until the 1970's and was not
resol ved until al nost 1980 where those individuals were
not going to be evicted off of that prinme property so
that many of the legislative actions that have been
taken historically, and that's how we al so view the
redistricting, has long terns affects.

What we ask you to keep in nmind is that for
the Asian Anerican comunity we have been here for many
years, we are your neighbors, your friends, sone of your
famly menbers. W have a long history. W have a
right to have the one person, | know it's one nan, but
one person, one vote and we strongly, strongly support
the Voting Rights Act. Thank you so nuch.

CHAl RMAN LONGVI LLE: Thank you very rmuch,
madam and | al so usually say one person, one vote.

know Baker versus Carr was one man, one vote, but that

28



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

was -- they were a little early. It was 1967, you know.
Took a few years after that. By the way, let ne just
really -- how are we doing on the tape? You need.

MR, BROOKS: It's fine.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: How | ong do you have
before you need to --

MS. | KEDA: Good norning. M nane is Debbie
I keda. |I'mthe associate Dean of Students at Fresno
City College, but today I"'mtalking to you as past
presi dent of the Fresno Japanese Anericans Citizens
League and for the governor of the Central California
Di strict Council of the Japanese Anericans Citizens
League, M. Bob Tani guchi, who lives in Merced and was
unable to be here today. | have lived in Fresno for
over 20 years and ny husband's famly has been in Clovis
for four generations on a small family farmfor years as
a Clovis farmng famly. He since left the farm ng and
is now recently appointed as a superior court judge here
in Fresno, so we're very happy, thanks to Sarah.

The Japanese Anericans Citizens League is the
nation's ol dest and | argest Asian American civil rights
organi zati on and was founded in 1929 to address issues
of discrimnation targeted specifically at persons of
Japanese ancestry residing in the United States. The

JACL has 112 chapters nationwi de and ei ght regiona
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district with over 24,000 nenbers. The vast mpjority of
these nenbers are in the state of California in addition
to our national headquarters in San Francisco, the JACL
has regional offices in Los Angeles, San Francisco,
Seattle, Chicago and right here in Fresno as well as an
of fice in Washington D.C., and an organi zati ona
newspaper, the Pacific Citizen that is distributed
nationally fromits offices in Los Angeles.

VWhile the JACL's foundi ng m ssion was focused
on protecting the civil rights of Anericans and Japanese
ancestry, today we are committed to protecting the
rights of all segnents of the Asian Pacific American
comunity. This change was first pronpted in the early
1980' s when a young Chi nese Anmerican man was nmurdered in
Detroit when he was m staken for a Japanese Anerican
person. The nurder of Vincent Chin brought about the
recognition by the JACL of the need for vigilance to
mai ntain the rights of all Asian Anericans, for it
became apparent that those who would do harmto the
Japanese Anericans did not discrimnate in their hatred
and bigotry agai nst Asians or other peoples of color.

The presidential elections of 2000 have
denonstrated the inportance of voting for our |eaders.
W are committed to working with coalition groups to

insure that our voice is heard and that our votes are

30



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

represented at the ballot box. Voter registration was
one of the JACL's major initiatives in year 2000 and it
is a continuing agenda itemfor us on our Program for
Acti on.

During the past three decades as the Asian
Aneri can popul ati on has continued to grow and as ot her
Asi an ethnic groups energed in the broader Asian
American community, the JACL recogni zed the need and
responded to the challenge of insuring the rights and
wel | -being of all Asian Anericans. The Centra
California District Council of the JACL or CCDC has
endeavored to carry out the nission and goals of our
nati onal organi zation. The Central California District
Council has chapters in ten valley cities from
Livingston in the north, Tulare in the south. Chapters
can be found in the cities of Clovis, Delano, Fow er,
Fresno, Livingston, Merced, Parlier, Reedley, Sanger
Selma and Tulare. And as Kathy said, many of our
menbers conme froma farm ng background. CQur menbership
however, is involved in a variety of careers from being
farmers in Tulare County to being physicians right here
in Fresno. |In addition to our voter registration
coalition building and civil rights advocacy
initiatives, we provide several other services to our

val l ey comrunities.
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The Central California District Council of the
JACL awards up to six nerit schol arships and six
financi al needs schol arshi ps to high school graduating
seniors in the valley. 1In addition, several of the
chapters have their own schol arship prograns.

Li vi ngst on- Merced chapter nentioned sout heast Asian
students into eighth grade to hire education. The Nise
St udent Rel ocation Comrenorative Fund has given over
$37,000 in schol arships for the southeast Asian seniors
of Merced County High School, so that's a coalition
building effort. The Clovis chapter has given out over
$30, 000 in schol arships to various high schools in the
Clovis area.

On April 28th the Fresno Chapter of the JACL
sponsored an Asi an Youth Leadershi p Conference at
California State University, Fresno where Assenbl yworman
Sarah Reyes was the featured speaker. Students from al
Asi an et hni c backgrounds were represented and assenbly
staff gave a workshop to youth on influencing the
political process and our youth had the opportunity to
grasp the basic principles of the governing processes.
There are future voters of this great state, and are for
the nost part and for the nost part the vast majority of
t he Japanese Anerican conmunity fully exercises their

right to vote in every election.
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The Central California the Japanese Anmericans
Citizens League would ask you to insure the follow ng
t hi ngs when you consider redistricting, and that is the
Voting Rights Act of 1965 is adhered to and that
redistricting in the valley does not dilute any mnority
voter population group. In addition, we would request
that the Asian Pacific |slander group be allowed to
continue to provide feedback to this comittee as new
redistricting lines are being considered so that inpacts
to our communities can be fully assessed. W strongly
al so believe in the one person, one vote ideal and hope
that you will do all that you can to nake this a
reality. Finally, we ask that you respect the
differences and interests represented by our farmng
conmuni ties and our urban dwellers and maintain our
comunities of interest. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN LONGVI LLE:  Agai n, thank you very
much, ma'am we appreciate it, and our next w tness.

MR, XIONG  Good norning, comrttee nenbers.
You know, prior to beginning I'll go back, |I'ma Hmong
American and prior to giving a speech or presentation in
front of elders, and | nmean that respectfully, we always
ask for forgiveness to a certain point, patience and
understanding, that if the presentation doesn't go wel

it does not neet the standard that is set here, so
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hunbly ask that you be patient with nme in understandi ng
this presentation. And if | go a little bit too fast,
go ahead and junp in. Okay.

CHAI RMAN LONGVI LLE: The main thing we want to
make sure we do is at the beginning nake sure we get
your name correct and get the spelling correct.

MR XIONG M nane is Blong Xiong. It's
spelled B as in Bob, L-O-N-G last nane is X-1-ONG
I'"'ma the program manager for Fresno Center for New
Anmerican, FCNA for short. | ama Hrong Anmerican that
has been in the U S. for five years. Ten of those years
have been in the city of Fresno. | currently sit on
KSEE 24 Community Advi sory Board and on the steering
committee of Fresno County Office of Education After
School Network. | ama registered voter and | have
participated in the last election.

I'"'m here on behalf of FCNA, Asian Anerican
Pacific Islanders and specifically the coalition of a
the Central Valley. Qur Central Valley AAPI popul ation
goes as far south as Visalia and as far north as
St ockt on/ Modesto area. This has been truly the first
time the Central Valley AAPI community has had an
opportunity to speak on this issue and state issues that
are concerning us specifically here, the redistricting

process. | have been enlightened to i ssues such as the
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i nportance to the Voting Rights Act, the ideal of one
person, one vote, the strength of conmunity interest,
and the need for participation of the Central Valley

AAPI comunity in this redistricting process.

We support our Latino, African Americans and
the rest of our AAPI comunities throughout California
in their efforts to have inpact in the redistricting
process. | would like to take this opportunity and give
the community information of what FCNA does and how this
informati on can assist in part to the redistricting
issue in the central valley here in Fresno.

FCNA was established as an non-profit
organi zati on about ten years ago. W are |located on the
sout heast side in the city of Fresno. There is a high
popul ati on of refugees and new Anericans that reside in
this area. 1In addition, FCNA is | ocated near Asian
Village, a predonmi nantly southeast Asian shopping
center. Asian Village is |located on the intersection of
Ki ngs Canyon Road and Wnery. W have a | ong-standing
hi story of successfully serving refugees and new
Americans. Qur organi zation addresses issues that
affect this community from health education, enploynent
assi stance and pl acenent, acculturation services,

i ncreasi ng awareness and access through advocacy. CQur

vision is to be a resource to refugees and new Aneri cans
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and continue to contribute to their way of life.

Qur recent clients have included Serbs,

Arnmeni ans. Polish, Russians, Ethiopians, Southeast
Asian conmunities. The mgjority of our services have
been to served this community and this is what we'll try
to talk nore specifically about. Fresno represents this
diversity of AAPI communities where Asian Anericans are
sonmeti mes grouped together, but the fact is the majority
of AAPI popul ation of Fresno is of southeast Asian
background. W want the state to know that the needs
are different fromthe general Asian groups. W want to
make sure that the southeast Asian receive the type of
services and accesses that will enable themto
acculturate yet celebrate their cultural uniqueness.

One stereotype would be the second wave of
Asi an refugees after the Vietnam War is assuned
conpar abl e and as successful at that of the first wave
of Asian, Anericans, Japanese, Chinese and Koreans.

The second wave of Asian inmm grants or
refugees of Sout heast Asian mgration include the Hmong,
Lao, Canbodi ans, M en, and second wave of Vietnanese
refugees. These groups conme froma society either with
little or no formal education, from poor or
| ow- soci oeconom ¢ background or running frompolitica

retribution. The barriers of education, |anguage
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transportation, econom c opportunities and culture have
negatively affected their abilities to access services
that can assist these groups to acculturate. One of
FCNA's priorities is to insure the southeast Asian
fam | ies have access to cultural and linguistically
appropriate services to adapt to their new hone country,
yet nmmintain core southeast Asian famly val ues.

Currently comrunity-based organi zations |ike
FCNA, churches and other institutions try to fill the
void. W are losing a generation of our youth because
we were and are not prepared to confront the barriers
and face the chall enges of acculturation in this
country.

Sout heast Asian parents are not able to teach
their children how to survive in this country. They
cannot conmuni cate well in English and do not understand
the Americans culture. They do not know how to
conmmunity with their children. The econony of this
community does not support the Southeast Asian
wor kf orce. Many of the Sout heast Asian graduates are
unable to find jobs in this community and are forced to
| eave. This separation weakens the famly unit.

Anot her factor that inpedes the Sout heast
Asian growth is econom c developnent. 1In the last 30

years the Southeast Asian businesses have survived by
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trial and error. Economc growth has come from
non- st andard financi ng where noney is derived from
relatives and friends. Many businesses include nom and
pop shop, small auto deal ership, insurance agencies,
| audromats, small farns and many ot her small business
that inpact the econony of this community and the
central valley. For continued and sustai ned economc
growt h the Sout heast Asian busi ness nust be reached by
the many services that are available federally and at
the state |l evel and |ocally.

bt ai ning finances fromtraditional banking
institutions has been difficult. Technical assistance
has not prevalently reached the nmenbers of the
community. A lack of business education within the
community has limted their growth. Wthout the
financing, technical assistance and a sincere comtnent
to reach the Sout heast Asian comrunity, the Sout heast
Asi an economi c base will have difficulty in sustaining
growth. Al we want is to be able to use the services
that are available to assist the Southeast Asian small
busi nesses.

The 1990 U.S. census states 60 percent of the
Hnong popul ation live in households earning |ess than
$15, 000, approximately 25 percent of the U S. Asian

I ndi an popul ati on have househol ds that exceed $75, 000

38



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

while | ess than five percent of the Canmbodi an, Hnhong and
Laoti an popul ati ons have simlar household inconme. 63
percent of Hmongs, 51 percent of Laotians and 47 percent
of Canbodians live in poverty. Approximtely 37 percent
of AAPI household with income bel ow poverty |evel with
no health insurance as conpared to approximately 28
percent of non-hispanic whites and 27 percent of African
Americans. According to the interimreport to the
president and the nation by the AAPI, the 1990 poverty
rate of all Anericans was ten percent for Hnong
Anericans. It was 66 percent, 47 percent Canbodi an
Ameri cans and 67 percent for Laotian Anmericans and 34
percent for Vietnanmese Anmericans.

Especially here in Fresno, where the city is
divided into four assenbly districts, we want this
conmittee to consider the sinilar econom c situations
and simlar cultures of the southeast Asian popul ation
To divide us woul d weaken us, woul d weaken our voices
and our ability to unite and advocate for services that
will sustain community gromth. W nust have an
opportunity to elect and rely on elected officials that
wi |l seriously consider our Southeast Asian voices and
the voices of the AAPI population in the central valley.
Al t hough there are many differences between our AAPI

communities, we share simlar values, interests,
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principles and econom c conditions in the city of
Fresno.

I want to conclude by thanking the commttee
for this opportunity and hope that the city of Fresno be
kept whol e and united.

(Whereupon the follow ng proceedi ngs were

reported by Julie Keeney, Certified Shorthand
Reporter.)

CHAl RMAN LONGVI LLE:  Next witness.

MR, THAG: Good norning comrunity nmenmbers. My
name i s Chukou Thao. |'mthe director for Hnong
American Comrunity, Inc., in Fresno, California. |'m
al so registered voter and have lived in Fresno County
for 19 years. | would also represent nore than the 600
Hmong and Sout heast Asian farnmers who farmin the
Central Valley. | believe we are a community of
interest to everybody. The Hrong are a refugee group
from Sout heast Asia. They fought beside our Anerican
friends during the VietnamWar. During the past 25
years the Hmong chose to resettle in Fresno and Centra
Valley. Due to a | anguage barrier, job skills and
education, the Hmong have chosen farm ng as a way of
meking a living. The fact is that farmng is in our
bl ood and heritage. But the life of farners is not

easy, especially for the small farner. The average
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farmer can only farmone to three acres,

| ack technical support, resources and

to increase their acreage.

hone or

because they

ot her assi stance

The I ess than five percent of Hrong own their

the land they farmon, and yet we have been in

the Central Valley for 25 years. The

farnmers

annual inconme for

is less than $14,000 a year, and yet given the

fact that they struggle through the hot sun and cold

wi nters.

Communi ty.

problen? W' re working to assist

Fresno,

Again, I'mdirector for Hmong Anmerican

Hmong farners in

What are we currently doing to help this

Merced, Tulare and Butte County. Qur mission is

econom ¢ devel opnent. Qur organi zati on provi des

training, pesticide health and safety,

record keeping,

tractor driving courses, soil preparation and soi
managenment, crop nmanagenent, |abor |aws, marketing and
ot hers.

devel oped a Snal |

This is

African-Aneri can farners,

To further assist Hnong farners,

a multi ethnic center, which

And it's also multi agency col |l aborat

Ext ensi on, Snml| Busi ness Devel opnent

Bur eau,

USDA and ot hers.

Hi spani c farmers,

ncl udes the

we have al so

Farm Resource and Training Center

and ot hers.

on, partly with UC

Cooper ation,

Farm
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This training facility is | ocated on 20 acres
in southwest Fresno with another 20 acres to be
considered in the near future. This site will be an
i ncubator for farming plots for three to five farners on
site, and four to five farmers off site. The
participants will be enrolled in training prograns for a
period of two to three years. The minority or snal
farmer will receive technical assistance, classroom and
hands-on training, again on soil managenent, pesticide
health and safety, |abel reading and others. Courses
wi |l be taught in Hnmong, Spanish and English, and other
| anguages as deened necessary.

And the idea of this project is to bring
services to the farmer rather than sending the farner
out to obtain the service. W want to coordinate this
where we can call the services, bring themto the
center, and receive the education that they need.

O her economic efforts HACis involved in is
devel opnent of the Hnong Anerican Cooperative. The
Cooperative was established to help the Hmong farners
mar ket its specialty crops for fair market price. Sone
of our specialty crops include bitter melons, Chinese
eggpl ants, Gailon, Lenongrass, Chinese |ong beans, Mqua
and others, so if you ever want to try sone, |et us

know.
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Currently there are 40 nenbers in our
cooperative. W've also established one page on the
Internet and we've al so devel oped CSA, is Comrmunity
Support Agriculture. As marketing, we al so have secured
a 6-nonth contract to sell Daikon to broker in LA So
think fromeconom c standpoint, we all nmake a
di fference.

Now | want to touch on sonme of the needs of
t he Hmong- Anerican Comunity. The Hmong- American
Community has been involved and active in the econom c
devel opnent of the Hmong community of Fresno, but
there's still areas of need. Marketing, finance,
| anguage barriers, accessing services, |and ownership
and ot hers have prevented Hmong farnmers from beconi ng
successful farners.

Land ownership, currently less than five
percent of Hmong farmers own the |land that they are
farm ng, and as new hones are being devel oped, they are
bei ng pushed further and further out.

Mar keti ng, the chall enge of devel opi ng new
markets to sell Asian specialty crops has been very
difficult. Many of the markets in California are deeply
saturated. This nmeans that we need to nake contact
el sewhere outside of California to sell produce.

Fi nanci ng, many Hnong farmers farmone to
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three acres. A revolving | oan would hel p many of them
intinmes of need. Many tines a small farmer will only
need to borrow noney for short period of time, |less than
six nonths. A revolving loan will help the struggling
Hrmong farners by allowing themto nmake fast | oans at | ow
i nterest rates.

Language barriers. There are nmany services
the small farmer's unable to access due to | anguage
barriers, meaning service providers need to hire
enpl oyees who can speak Hnong to service the comrmunity.
Access of service. There are many services for the
Hmong farners, yet they are not being utilized and
accessed due to |l ack of know edge. Agencies need to
conduct nore outreach into the community they serve, and
make the changes to fulfill the needs of the community,

i nstead of the conmunity adapting to the services, the
service providers also need to adapt to the comrmunity.

In conclusion, | request in the process of
redistricting, that this community help to keep us and
the Asian Anerican and Pacific |Islander comunity
i nfornmed on how and where the new lines will be drawn.
We request when you consider new lines, that our farm ng
community be kept whole. W offer our assistance in
i dentifying where the Hrong farners and other minority

farmers are |located. W are a part of the community of
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interest, as well as the community of the Asian Anerican
Paci fic |slander conmunity. | want to thank you today
for this opportunity to speak.

CHAI RMAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you for taking the
time to join us today, appreciate your tine and trouble.

And | believe we still have one additiona
Wi t ness perhaps fromthe coalition.

MS. TOM  Chairman Longville, Paul Chao is not
able to make it this norning, but he did send witten
testinony 1'd like to read into the record, if that's
possi bl e.

CHAI RMAN LONGVI LLE: That's certainly
perm ssi bl e.

MS. TOM Hi s statenent reads:

My nane is Paul Chao. | am Executive Director
of the Asian-American Coalition in Visalia. | was born
in Laos and raised in Visalia. | currently live in

Visalia where | ammarried and raising three children.

| ama life-long resident of the City of Visalia. | sit

on the Sout heast Asian Council Board in Visalia. | am

al so nenber of the Visalia Police Activities League,

North Visalia Neighborhood Advisory Committee and the

Kaweah Delta District Hospital Environmental Task Force.
The Asi an-Anerican Coalition in Visaliais a

nonprofit organi zati on established in 1993. Since its
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i nception, Asian Anmerican Coalition has advocated for
health care services, workers' rights and tenants'
rights. Visalia has the |argest Lahu popul ation, 2000
inthe United States, and 1,200 Men, both tribes are
from Laos.

Asi an Anerican Coalition has been working with
the Asian Anerican Pacific |slander community in Tulare
County to enable themto participate fully in the Census
2000 and redistricting process since June of 1999. W
view our communities' participation in the redistricting
process as the next step to ensuring our comunities
count. W have conducted neetings with the APIA
comunity | eaders throughout the country, and one
concern that has been repeatedly raised is when our
communities are cut up into two or nore districts, our
collective political voice is silenced.

At the sanme tinme, we have recogni zed the
i mportance of communi cating and cooperating wi th nmany
counterpart businesses and civil rights organizations
that share our comunity's interests, such as the
Hi spani ¢ Roundtable Comrittee of Visalia, Tulare County
Hi spani ¢ Chanber of Commerce, Asian and Pacific
I sl anders' California Action Network, Asian Pacific
Anerican Legal Center, and other groups.

Qur county and our state are increasingly
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di verse and growi ng, and the redistricting process nust
reflect that in order for us to have a truly
representative political systemfor the next decade. W
urge the legislature to abide by the Voting Rights Act,
and draw districts that do not dilute mnority
communities. W recognize the inportance of
participating in the redistricting process as a way of
hol di ng our comunities intact so that we can el ect

| egi slators who will be responsive to our concerns and
needs. We hope that the legislature is equally
committed to an open and fair redistricting process that
will ensure that the input fromour comrunities is

meani ngful I'y consi der ed.

At Asi an-Anmerican Coalition, our redistricting
wor k has been gui ded by two basic principles: The
Voting Rights Act requires |egislators avoid
redistricting mnority voter popul ations that mni ght
dilute them and the |egislature can and shoul d weigh
many factors, such as one person, one vote mandate,
race, communities of interest, party registration
conpactness, contiguity, and incunmbency in devel oping a
redi stricting plan.

I'"d like to thank the Conmittee for hol ding
these hearings and especially for holding one here in

Fr esno. I'd like to commend both the Conmittee and the
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Legislature for gathering this comunity input and
hopefully making it a significant part of the
redi stricting process. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you. We appreciate
you and all the other w tnesses that came along with you
for taking the tinme today to give us this valuable
information. W appreciate it. Let nme ask,

M. Scaarup, would you like to take a break to change
tape? You're fine? GOCkay. And are the court reporters
all right to continue? OCkay, so we're all right to go
on wi thout a formal break.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER LEONARD: M. Chairman, | don't
know how sophi sticated our data is that we're getting as
to communities of interest, and a nunber of w tnesses
offered to help in providing data to us, and | would
respectfully, through the Chair, ask that we solicit
that data about communities of interest so that we
properly interpret the census data to identify those
communities, and we ask for that help

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: | believe in the case of
the wi tnesses, we have all their names and information
on them so we can do that. And as we get into the
public testinony, when we get into people who have not
been in touch with us ahead of time, and who are not

al ready previously scheduled, we'll want to nmake sure
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that we get a way of contacting you on the forms that
you fill out, list phone nunbers and addresses so we can
simlarly pursue, as Assenbl ynenber Leonard was
suggesti ng, pursue any additional follow up information
we may be able to obtain after listening to what you
have to say today. W are sincerely interested in
acquiring as much information as we can, and candidly
expl oiting those of you who are willing to conme out here
and do this comunity work of making sure your conmunity
is well represented. W appreciate it. W want to take
advant age of you, and thank you, M. Leonard, for
poi nting that out.

Qur next witness will be fromthe WIlliamC
Vel asquez Institute, Mexican Anerican Educati on Fund,
and | believe that is M. Salinas. M. Salinas, the
m crophone is yours.

MR. SALINAS: Thank you. M nane is Vincent
Salinas, and |I'mrepresenting several Hispanic Latino
organi zations of Tulare County. And also |I'd like to
state that there are, throughout the San Joaquin Vall ey,
Wllie Velasquez Centers and MALDEF have had neetings
and wor kshops for Latinos and the community to
participate, and | hope that those who participated in
neeti ngs and workshop will arrive here shortly and speak

fromtheir perspectives of community interest.
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As | stated, ny nane is Vincent Salinas, and
reside at 43 South A Street, Porterville, in the County
of Tulare. | work for Cal Fed Bank as a nortgage | oan
officer in Visalia.

I would like to tell you a story, a story when
I was growing up in Visalia. In fact, | was born and
raised in Visalia, and | began to work out in the fields
with nmy stepfather, starting about eight or nine years
ol d, and when we tal k about comunity of interest, to
this day now, when | | ook back at it, that was our
community of interest as farmworkers. Wen ny
stepfather used to take ne to pick oranges out in
Li ndsay, Exeter, Porterville, Wodl ake, Orange G ove,
you know, those are our community of interests for farm
wor kers. And then throughout the seasons, it various
seasons in Visalia, Tulare on various fruits and
veget abl es, and then when the sunmertime came al ong, we
pi cked grapes in Reedley, Parlier, Selm, Dinuba,

Ki ngsburg. That was our conmmunity of interest. And as
I was growing up in those areas, we nmoved to
Porterville. That sane comrunity of interest for farm
wor kers was still picking oranges from anywhere from
Porterville, Lindsay, Exeter. And then there are
various fruits in between there, grapes in Delano or

Earlimart, Ri dgegrove.
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| grew up in Tulare County for about 25 years
of ny life. | graduated out of Porterville H gh School
attended COS, graduated out of COS, spent a year at San
Jose State, finished ny college at Cal State
Bakersfield. W noved out of Tulare County and noved to
Al aneda County. W spent 22 years in Al ameda County.

When nme and ny wife decided to nove back to
Tul are County and plan our retirenent back at hone, the
reason why we decided is because our four children were
already grown and left the house. Two of them graduated
out of Berkeley. One joined the air force and cane out
of the air force, and ny fourth child is attending Sac
State right now, he's a junior at Sac State.

But when | cane back to Tulare County, | cane
back as, again, as a nortgage |loan officer. One of the
things | did as a nortgage |loan officer is | went back
and visited every city in Tulare County, drove thousands
of mles to refresh ny nenory of the cities and the
pl aces so | could know what |'mtalking about when
talk to ny clients about their particular community, as
to their honmes, their streets, their gutters, their
infrastructure, all those things that banks take a | ook
at in making a nortgage | oan to individuals.

It al nost seenms like when | left 22 years ago

and | canme back a year and a half ago, it al nost seens
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like a step back into the past. Like things never
change. When | visit east Porterville, and those 22
years that |'ve been gone, not one inprovenent in those
streets. Tonyville, London, | could nane all the little
towns and cities in Tulare County with no inprovenents
in those 22 years that |1've been gone. And yet, when we
talk about listing the things that we need in our
comunity, we like to see our conmmunity as a whole. W
like to see Tulare County as a whol e when you consi der
your redistricting.

I can go along and give you a list of things
that are needed in Tulare County, and | believe in the
one person-one vote, and | hope that you keep in nmind
Tul are County as a whol e when you are planning on
redistricting. W have the sane needs and concerns as
Fresno and Bakersfield. W have those same needs;
education, transportation, nmedical facilities,
infrastructure, all those things are inportant to us in
Tul are County.

And if you notice, | didn't nention ny ethnic
background when we're tal king about those issues because
it belonged to all of us all of us who live in Tulare
County. We'd like to see all of those things happen
t here.

I'd like to thank you for giving nme an
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opportunity to speak, and | hope when you consi der your
redistricting that you | ook at Tulare County as a whol e
and not divide it. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch
M. Salinas, for taking tine to be with us here today.

Qur next witness is fromthe Anerican
Federation of State, County and Minici pal Enpl oyees,
Judy Steinke. Is Ms. Steinke -- well, excuse nme, |I'm
sorry.

Before that, in any event, | don't see
Ms. Steinke, but before that we have apparently al so
representi ng MALDEF, we have Mayor Victor P. Lopez of
the City of Orange Cove, California.

Mayor Lopez, please excuse ne for
i nadvertently not getting you up here as quickly as |
shoul d have.

MAYOR LOPEZ: Thank you, M. Chairnman, Menbers
of the Board. M nane is Victor Lopez, | amthe Mayor
of the City of Orange Cove. | have al so been the past
chairman for the |ast eight years as Counsul of
Government representing 15 cities in the County of
Fresno, and |'ve also served as president of the Fresno
County LAVCO and president and vice chairman. | am al so
one of the cofounders of Latino Caucus of the State of

California to the legal California cities. |'ve been
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very involved in my comrunities, not only in Fresno
County, but throughout the state, throughout the nation
and | have a great concern, and | want to thank you for
this opportunity to let us testify here, of the

i mportance of keeping comrunities of interest intact.

I"'mreal proud to be a voting nenber of the
31st District, and also the 16th Senatorial District
here in Fresno County, and of course, in the 4th
District of the County of Fresno for the Board of
Supervisors. And |I'm asking you to please keep intact
the farm worker conmunity, the interests of the farm
wor ker comunity. The people that are very | ow incone,
di sadvant aged comrunity, the people with high
unenpl oynment in this area. | strongly believe that we
can find solutions to our problens within the comunity
by having fair representation and having fol ks that wll
truly represent the interests of our conmunities.

The Hi spani ¢ busi ness comunity is grow ng
within our areas. 1'd would like to see that that is
kept intact. This conmunity's very inportant, not only
because of our culture, but because of our |anguage and
our understandi ng of our needs in our comunities.

Qur communities have suffered tremendously.
For exanple, in Fresno County, you have five of the

poorest cities per capita in the State of California, in
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the richest county in the nation, but you have the
poorest of the poorest, with high unenpl oyment ranging
from 34 to about 54 percent unenploynent in some of our
cities in this county. And we need to do things better
for those citizens that deserve a better |ife. Not only
in areas of housing, but education, economc
opportunities, because we have to change the face of
this nation, because things the way they are | ooking
here in this valley, and being named probably the second
Appal achia of this country is ridicul ous, because we
have a beautiful county, a prosperous county, with a | ot
of opportunity, but it's going to take comrmunities of
interest to work together to make a better living for

all citizens that we all deserve.

Lack of housing, deplorable. It's not
acceptable. The unenploynent, the lack of opportunity
is not acceptable. But we want you, M. Chairman and
Menmbers of the Board to keep the comunities of
interest, so that we one day can live |like all human
bei ngs should live, in a better environnent, safe
envi ronnent, clean environnent, with opportunities for
all.

And this opportunity that you've given us here
today is a trenendous opportunity. | have been in

office not only as city councilman for four years, but
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I'"ve been the Mayor of the City of Orange Cove for 20
years, and | believe we cane from zero to now becom ng a
comunity that's going to prosper

We have provided opportunities in that
conmunity not only with the nost beautiful child care
center in the state of California in ny community, we
just built a beautiful econom c devel opnent job training
center that provides ESL classes, GED cl asses, child
devel opnent cl asses, accounting classes, we're getting
into |l aw enforcenent classes, we're getting into
medical. We're going to change the |ives of those farm
wor kers of our comrunity. We can do it. W served over
200 children in child care, 12-hour services, for those
hard wor ki ng nother's, nothers who want to go back to
school, go back to training, and those children are in
saf e environnent, only happened because of good
representation, our representatives working together in
partnershi p, and going regional to provide those
opportunities.

I am happy to say today that Orange Cove is
the only city in the second round to be given a
desi gnat ed econom ¢ devel opnent, which is called the
Federal Designation of Enterprise Community, the only
one in the State of California in the second round, and

I"'mreal proud of that. And that designation has
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brought in mllions of dollars to our conmunity to
provi de those opportunities that our citizens need.

But | believe the strongest force would be by
havi ng true representation within our communities, and
we can do it by being fair and not diluting our
conmuni ti es.

In 1990 | presented a lawsuit that | won
because devi ati on was not five percent, it was in the 80
percent deviation, and that's ridiculous, it's not
acceptable, and I won the lawsuit. But |I'm here today
to say to you fol ks, yes, you can neke Anerica better
for all citizens. W're all in it together, and we're
all proud to be Anericans, and | want to thank you and
God bl ess you for this opportunity. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: Thank you very much,

Mayor Lopez, we appreciate you taking the tine to be

here.

And now is Ms. Judy Steinke present? M. Judy
Stei nke? COkay. Apparently not. If she conmes back in,
we' |l | recogni ze her.

| have fromthe Merced County Farm Bureau, is
t here soneone who has been here representing the Merced
County Farm Bureau? | didn't have a nanme. | just had
an indication soneone was com ng.

Okay. We will nove on to, | have the people
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who have signed in today to speak, and ny first one is
Stephen F. Rico. M. Rico, you have the m crophone.

Again, if you can, for the court reporters,
spell your name when you first step forward.

MR. RICO  Stephen F. Rico. S-T-E-P-HE-N,
F., RI-CO I'malso still currently the candidate for
the 25th State Assenbly, up to Novenber 2001, and | was
t he hi gher candidate for the 25th State Assenbly. And
['"malso on the Madera Denobcrats Central Committee,
board menber. [I'malso on 25th, 80 Executive board
menber, and | also belong to the Fresno Madera Chanber
of Conmerce and the Gol den Vall ey Chanber of Conmerce
which is on 41 in Madera County, or which is by Valley
Children's Hospital. | also belong to the San Joaquin
Par kway, support nenber, and | belong to the Madera
Econoni ¢ Commi ssion, and also amaffiliated with the
California Youth Authority as a substance abuse
counselor, and | also assist my wife nowtoo with the
new University of California, Los Angeles Cancer Clinic
here in Fresno, which just started up for everyone's
i nformation.

My, our recomendations, by which | nean our

recommendations, will be fromthe Madera constituent and
central commttee there, is that we will be forwarding,
via e-mail, our recommendati ons discussing
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consol i dati on, and of course splitting the specific
community interests, which is inportant to us. And to
be specific, it's for us, it's to get significant
representation from Sacranmento for our, for our
district.

Now t he questions we are going to define on
that reconmendation to this conmittee is that is this
committee willing to represent or reapportion the vote
in favor for us in the 25th, which consists of the
majority of us, the angl os, blacks, Native Americans,
Portuguese, Asians Hmongs, and nost inportantly, the
Hi spani ¢ popul ation of denmpbcrats in the 25th State
Assenbl y.

To do this, of course, to get a significant
representation is, frankly and straight to this
committee, is are you willing to draw the lines, the
districts, to funnel the funds in order for us to win
this assenbly seat? That's the nobst inportant thing,
straightforward to you here.

And of course, |'ve been listening to the
other, ny other colleagues talking. At first | thought
it was nore, of course, they didn't want to change the
bal ance or maintain the comrunity interest on the sane
lines, but hearing M. Salinas and Mayor Lopez, and al so

M. Thao from the Hnong Association, it seens that they
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are interested in the newlines of the redistricting as
well, soit's a half and half. [It's very inportant for
us that we do have that, and that we | ook at it.

And in order for the majority party which is,
of course, right nowin the state capitol, is for us to
really look into this issue right here, and the fact may
be that it may consist of, to do this is realigning the
lines and | ooking at the other districts of the 26th,
the 30th and the 31st.

Now, this sounds preposterous to you and says
how can we do that, because there are other denocratic
i ncunbents on that. Well, the only other alternative
you can say to yourself is that, and it's sonething
that's been spoken, is that you conpletely wite us off,
and definitely we're not going to do that. Mayor Flores
said that strongly because the percentages are really
of f balance and therefore we would go to that.

But I'minploring you to review the | ast
el ection for the 25th and see the results and events
that transpired, and assess for yourself how close we
came to winning the 25th. | nmean froma usual and
regul ar vote that we get 35,000 on the general election
I was able to bring it up to 55,000. | nean, even
M. Skaarups here, who didn't think we could do it, was

surprised hinself. But the point is that this commttee
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really needs to, really seriously request, reviewthis
whol e situation and see that it is possible that we can
get this 25th for ourselves and have representation that
we need to outline the conmunities that need support
here.

Now, Assenbl yman Leonard has said, of course,
we need information to understand better the results
t hat happened in these areas, or what do these community
i nterests have involved here, of course, in the e-mail
report we will send you of our recomrendations, | wll
be glad to send you anything that you need as far as
election results, fromthe results of polls that are
i ndi cating, showi ng that we could have won this race

and the people of the 25th need this representation very

badl y.

Now, once again, the redrawing of the lines is
very inportant. | cannot see no other way but to do
that fairly, of course, I'mnot saying this should be

sarcastic, but in the event of fair bal ance for
representation for us in the 25th, that neans for you
gentleman, |I'm sure you know, of course, but just to
reiterate, the 25th does consist of parts of Stanislaus,
parts of Tuolumme, nostly all of Madera, all of Mariposa
County, and parts of Fresno. Specifically, where | live

at now, if you |l ook at the map here, on your side to ny
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left and to your right, you'll see in the 25th we cone
all the way to Fresno, to Herndon Avenue, and into
Madera on 41. That area in the next two to five years
wi |l consist of devel opnent, which you have Rio Mesa and
Castl e and Cook coming in, that devel opment will be so
nmuch, the population increase in there will be as big as
the size of the City of Visalia, twice the size of the
City of Madera, so if you look at that, two to five

years is nothing where you conpare it to the politica

arena, so there once again, | inplore you to review and
assess our recommendations, which we will e-mail to you.
If you have any questions, Sirs, | will take them |If

not, Thank you very nuch for your tine.

CHAl RMAN LONGVI LLE: Thank you very nmuch. We
appreciate you taking the tine to come here, M. Rico.

And our next witness is M. Dave WIlson from
VFW Local 1280, | believe. No, |I'msorry, excuse ne,
no, no, no, UFW United Farm Workers.

MR. WLSON: Fair enough, United Food and
Commer ci al Workers,

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  United Food and
Commerci al Workers. UFCW

MR WLSON:. UFCW yeah.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: | just can't see the C

t here.
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MR WLSON. Well, I'"'ma |lousy witer, but --

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: That's okay. That's
quite all right.

MR. WLSON. GCkay. M nane is David WIson
and I"'mwith the United Food and Conmmercial Workers
Local, and thank you M. Chairman for com ng to Fresno
and having a hearing. | didn't realize that we could do
this in witing too. Being the, as you nentioned, the
bashful guy I am | will be sending this in witing too,
but I just wanted to nmention to all of you how strongly
we would like to see sone changes nmade in the
congressional districts in this area.

We need an urban, with an urban nmentality,
congressional district in south of Gary Condit, and
we're going to work very, very hard to ask you to join
with us and do that, to give us that strongly urban
di strict that we need, includes nore of the City of
Fresno and the cities, the major cities in the Valley.

To do that, | understand we have to tal k about
conmunities of interest and what not, and what the state
regul ation along with the State Federation of Labor will
be putting in a paper, | know, to various commttees,
and we will be a part of doing that, but I did want to
cone here today and say we are strongly | ooking at those

congressional districts and would ask you to do the sane
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thing here in the Valley. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much,
M. WIson. Appreciate it.

Qur next witness, M. John Ryle or Riley. And
before we do that, do you want to take a break? Going
to take a five m nute break? OCh, take a break in five
m nutes, in about five mnutes. All right. Then
M. Ryle, is he present? R-Y-L-E. W will recognize
M. Ryle if he conmes up |ater

Do | have the next one? WM. Jay Hubbell?

M. Jay Hubbell present? Okay, if not. Oh, he is
com ng, okay.

A My nanme is Jay Hubbell, it's spelled J-AY,
H U-B-B-E-L-L. | represent Fresno Stonewall Denocrats.
Fresno Stonewal | Denobcrats is a part of nationa
organi zati on of gay, |esbian, bisexual, transgender
denocrats with over 10,000 nenbers in 60 affiliated
cl ubs across the country.

We are commtted to inproving the record of
the denocratic party and educating voters about the vast
di fference that exists between the two nmajor parties on
i ssues of inportance to our communities. And | just
want to surm se that |istening to everybody speak today,
it's all about inclusion. Every speaker, every

representative of every group is concerned about the
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peopl e they represent being included, and the group that
| represent is no | ess concerned about this process.
And | just want to say that | enpathize with all the
ot her speakers, and | woul d support their sense of
wi shing for inclusion in considering the redistricting
process. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN LONGVI LLE: Thank you very nuch
M. Hubbell. W appreciate your taking the tine to be
here.

I"I'l just double check real quickly, is
M. Ryle or Riley here? Al right. Do we have tinme for
one nore before the break, or do you want to go to the
break? All right. W're going to go ahead and take a
break for five mnutes. People need to use restroons or
step out for a nonent, nenbers of one of our mnority
groups is snmokers, you can step outside, and we'l
resume in about five minutes. Thank you.

(Wher eupon a recess was taken.)

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: We're ready to reconvene.
Let me just double check one nore tine for M. Ryle, who
is, | believe, the principal assistant for Assenbl yman
M ke Briggs. M. Ryle or Riley? OGCkay. We will
recogni ze himlater if he returns.

Qur next person who had requested an

opportunity to speak is Venanci o Gaona, and pl ease
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forgive nme if | m spronounce your nane. |'m apol ogi zi ng

ahead of time. |[If you can correct my pronunciation and
for the record spell it as well, | would appreciate it.
Thank you.

MR. GAONA: No, you did honorably well. And

again, ny name is Venanci o Gaona, capita
V-E-N-A-N-C-1-0O, GA-ONA

First of all, alittle bit about myself. | am
here representing the Concillio de Fresno, an unbrella
organi zation in nmetropolitan Fresno, and al so Concerned
Citizens for Representative Governnent. The Concillio
de Fresno is an advocate for the soci oeconom c,
educational and political enpowernment of Spanish
speaki ng people in this area, netropolitan area.

Concerned Citizens for Representative
Governnment tries to get Chicano-Latinos involved in
politics at every |evel.

I"'ma retired educator of 37 years. | have
taught in mddle and high schools. | have taught part
time at the university, and of course, full time 37
years. O those 37, 30 years at Fresno City Coll ege.
taught 14 of those 30 years, and 16 | was a director of
t he Extended Opportunity Program and Services, which
assists low inconme and/or under prepared students. Wen

| left the program my program-- | shouldn't say nine
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I"'m beginning to sound |ike Bush -- our college had the
fourth |l argest programin the State of California.
That's quite an achievenent for a community college from
the Central San Joaquin Valley.

| pretty much grew up in Bakersfield,
California, and | amproud to say that | am | really
appreci ate the educational systemof the United States.
Wthout it, | would not be standing here before you.
That enabled nme to nake sonething of nmy life.

My parents were farmworkers. |, of course,
wor ked al so until the age of 19 in the fields of
California, especially in Kern County. You nanme it, |
picked it. You nane it and | pruned it. Well, | didn't
prune everything, but sonme things | did.

| stand here before you to speak about the
i mportance of redistricting and the role that you play
as legislators or the legislature. Qur recomendations
are that if you are going, as you nove through the
process of redistricting, that you consider the
signi ficance of the Voting Rights Act, as it inpacts
many people who aspire to becone full citizens and
participate in our form of denmpbcracy by registering to
vote, voting on the day of election, especially as it
concerns education of their children.

Your role, our role, is to inform to educate,
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this is ny educational background com ng out, to educate
citizens about their role in society, but they nust

seek, they must have hope, and you are the people that
can provide that redenption, because there are nany
institutions in the State of California that provide the
means for other people.

I nsurance conpani es can pay a | obbyi st.
Farmers can have their own cooperative, the Farm Bureau
or whatever, and they can al so seek and receive nodern
technol ogy through the University of California.
can't ask the University of California to devel op
sonmething for farmworkers to help them aneliorate their
lives. Redenption in the formof redistricting, that
they too will not only have a representative that is
going to address their needs, but is going to be their
| obbyi st.

Bakersfield -- excuse ne, Visalia has four
assenbly people that pretty nuch touch its people.
Fresno has three assenbly people that pretty nuch touch
its area.

By the way, |'m not going to give you
statistics or many nanmes. |'mgoing to speak in very
general terns.

What we need, then, is a representative that

is going to address conpactness, and is going to address
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the community of interest of the people, that is going
to radiate froma town of either Bakersfield or
Bakersfield area, Kern County, Visalia or Tulare, and
sonmeone in Fresno for Fresno area people. Soneone who
is not going to be split. Someone who may be able to
address those special interests in Sacranento, and be
over powered by northern California and southern
California at tines, but yet be able to address those
needs of the people in such areas of comunity of
interest, such as the econonic discrepancies of the
area; the high unenpl oynent; double-digit unenpl oynent
in Tulare County, here in Fresno County; the nmonunenta
| anguage problens of our students, limted English
speakers.

It is not a sin for the student not to
necessarily be able to master English. | haven't
mastered it myself yet. But | think that we have a
responsibility as citizens, as tax payers, as quote, the
peopl e who have vision, and try to prepare for the
future, and | ayout |ong-range, nedium and short-range
pl ans, to take care of the problens of |anguage in our
schools, literacy, unenploynent, under enploynent,
housi ng.

I think that you have all read about, sone of

you perhaps, because you are not fromthis area, of
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hospitals closing, or apparently near closing. W need
peopl e who are going to address those needs of community
of interest for our areas, and not have representatives
that are going to be split in terns of who they are
goi ng to address, or whose interests they are going to
addr ess.

Qur brothers and sisters earlier fromthe
Asi an Anmerican and Pacific |Islander Network of Centra
California spoke of the many needs already. W
recogni ze that there are many brothers and sisters,
African-American as well, Native Anericans, who are
di ssenmi nated, that reside in many areas of our cities of
the Central San Joaquin, and in particular, a community
such as Fresno, they are not as concentrated as perhaps
one group or anot her

We need that representative that is going to
take into account the conpactness, the interest of those
conmunities in the redistricting area that you wll
devel op, that whether we wish to acknowl edge it or not,
there are now cultural identities of people, festivals,
school s, celebrations. That nmust be addressed, as well
Maybe we didn't do it a long time ago, but we're doing
it now So therefore, the Voting Rights Act is
significant. It is inmportant in terns of giving hope,

of redeem ng people so that they can say ny vote counts,
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sonmeone, he, she, will listen to ne.

A good exanple of this is, | can renenber an
instructor of mine at California State University,
Fresno, it was known as Fresno State at the tinme, who
tal ked about how every year in the County of Fresno,
farm workers were killed at railroad crossings until a
very pronmi nent person in Fresno got killed, then they
decided to put up those railroad electrical signals.

Recently, we have had | egislation, due to the
efforts of a community of interest, of soneone who, two
peopl e who cared about farm worker issues, and initiated
and passed | egislation that addressed the dangers of
farmworkers traveling in vans, and |'m speaking
specifically of Assenbly Wwman Sarah Reyes and Assenbly
Person Dean Flores. That's what we need. W need
peopl e who address issues, whether they be housing,
econom ¢, underdevel opnent.

We can't have a prison built in Wsco,
McFar | and, Corcoran, as the only hope of these
communities to bring in quote, unquote, light industry
or industry. That's warehousing.

VWhat we need is people who are going to
address and recogni ze and work with the community in
trying to solve problens.

There are too nany deficiencies in education.
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I'"'mnot going to stand here and tal k about the SAT 9,
and what people do with it, or in order to pass those
tests. What we need, again, is people who respect the
di fferences, who recognize the community of interest of
the vari ous groups of people that popul ate our society;
that if we want to nmake them productive citizens, if we
want themto vote, then we nust give themthat hope that
someone will listen to them and not necessarily screen
their phone calls and say give this to the

adm ni strative ai de such and such, and no, tell them
that | can't neet with their community, or | can't neet
with them on Saturday, that sort of thing. W need
peopl e who are going to be responsive.

In conclusion, it is in your hands, in our
hands, to enpower people, to inform people, to educate
people, the public. W have recent immigrants, we have
recent inmigrant citizens, excuse ne, recent inmgrants
who have becone citizens due to legislation. W have
undocument ed wor kers, undocunented people. W have to
be the | eaders. You have to be those who provide that
vision, and provide that redistricting that is going to
bri ng peopl e together, not divide people by various
means of having a corridor of an assenbly person that
runs fromFresno all the way to Bakersfield, and it

takes himtwo hours to drive and see his constituency.
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There nmust be conpactness of these districts. Thank you
very rmuch.

CHAI RMAN LONGVI LLE: Thank you very nuch
M. Gaona. Now you will be able to, having participated
in this discussion, add to the list of things you have
pruned, assenbly districts, by giving us input that wll
be val uabl e as we go about that, and | appreciate it.

Next, our next witness, | hope |I'mreading the
handwiting right, M. Ceorge Findley? Sir, did
pronounce it correct?

MR. FINLEY: Finley, F-1-N-L-E-Y, very
uncommon nane. |'m CGeorge Finley. |'mfrom Fresno,
California, and I'mvery active in ny comunity, and
want to say to all of you, |I know you' ve got a job that
you don't like to do, but you are willing to do it, and
that's great.

I"mfromthe south, raised and educated in
Al abama, and voting is one of the things that we're not
al |l owed unl ess you could pay the poll tax, and then when
they did give you a chance to vote, they would nove it
fromone place to another. But | want to say to all of
you, |I'mgrateful that when you tal k about
redistricting, think about the people that live in those
areas, think about the people that are serving the

people in those areas now, not tonorrow, and work with
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them and see that they are not renoved fromthe
district that they represent.

It is unfortunate that sonetines, whether you
are republican or whether you are denocrat, you try to
put the nunber of people in those districts so they can
get the vote. I'mgoing to ask you to take a | ook at
that, and get the best person that's going to be running
in those districts, and not set it up for a particular
party.

It is not fair to the citizens of the State of
California to be able to have a denocrat in an area and
a republican in another area. W should be all working
for one common goal, the good of the people, and | hope
that's in your m nd when you start doing redistricting.
Thank you.

CHAI RMAN LONGVI LLE: Thank you very nuch for
taking the time to join us, M. Finley. W appreciate
it very nuch.

Qur next, next witness is, again, excuse ne if
I'"'m m sreading here, M. John Harris, Jr. And this is,
I"mjust trying to make sure | read the last, the
representative of the State Education Share of the
NAACP? Ckay. We will, if the person cones back in a
little bit, we will recognize themshortly.

Okay, | have next, Eric Quinley. M. Eric
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Qi nl ey?

MR, QUINLEY: M nane is Eric Quinley,
E-R1-C, last nane is Quinley, QU I-NL-E-Y.

M. Chairman, committee nmenbers and | ocal assenbl ynmen
and wonen, thank you for allowing ne to speak to you
this afternoon. | ama state wide political director
for the California College Republicans, and | reside in
the City of Visalia in Tulare County, so obviously this
area is of special inportance to ne. | feel that by
being a resident of this area of Tulare County, | have a
speci al know edge of sone of the particular needs and
dynam cs that are unique to this area.

This community of interest shares many
probl enms, such as one of the highest teen birth rates in
California, one of the highest rates of unenploynent in
the state, and al so one of the | owest per capita incone
levels in California.

There are three mpjor cities that make up this
community of interest. These cities are Visalia,
Porterville and Tulare. 1In a recent study published a
few weeks ago, these three cities were literally at the
bottom of the list of econom c standing in over 300
United States cities and rural areas. | urge you and
your committee not to overlook this comunity of

interest in your redistricting plans. It is inperative
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to keep this community of interest united so that our

el ected officials, along with the community and

busi ness | eaders can work together to aimat inproving
the quality of life for these community residents. Once
again, thank you for allowing ne to testify today.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: Thank you very nuch for
com ng here and taking the tinme to share your
information with us, as well. W appreciate it,

M. Quinley.

Let me ask if I have Myser Keele, |ast nane
K-E-E-L-E, | believe. And if you can correct ne, sir,
on pronunciation, and nmake sure to spell the nane for
t he record.

MR, KEELS: M nane is Myser Keels, and
represent the, want ne to spell it? MY-S-E-R, Janes,

J-A-ME-S, K-E-E-L-S. And | have been a resident of

sout hwest Fresno since 1953. |'ve voted in each
el ection since obtaining voting age. | didn't, we just
kind of put this together, | didn't know it was supposed

to, so forgive ne for kind of stunbling over it.

CHAI RMAN LONGVI LLE:  You are doing just fine
Go right ahead and be confortable, sir

MR KEELS: So we will put it together and see
that you get it, and | thank you for allow ng ne the

opportunity to speak to you all this afternoon.
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I was a student at Edi son Hi gh School in
sout hwest Fresno fromgrade 7 to 12, graduated in 1958.
After serving three years in the US Arny, | returned to
Fresno, first working in a furniture store, and then to
Fresno County in 1964, and | retired from Fresno County
in 1995, when | retired, and they gave a gol den
handshake, so | left.

Prior to ny retirenent | was already invol ved
in the local comunity organi zations and all of the
t hi ngs | ooki ng at what should be, what has happened --
let me go this way with it. In 1968, '68, '69 | think
was the biggest two graded years of that, a group of,
organi zation in Fresno called Mle Cities came in west
Fresno and tore all of these things down that wasn't up
to code, including the grocery stores, and so | | ooked
at that a long tinme. |It's always been on nmy m nd, and
especially when they said they were going to build
anot her grocery store in west Fresno, and there were
some stores that came in and only, didn't |ast because
they didn't have enough finances, they wasn't
financially fit to be able to give people any kind of
benefit fromit, so they canme and closed. W had a
couple pretty large stores, three stores that did that.

But anyway, so in order for us to have, get

any kind of decent break or cut on our, anything from as
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far as stores is concerned, we would have to journey
over on to the other side of town. And this has been
taki ng place ever since then. Let's see. But anyway,
what ['Il go on with this thing here.

I"mthe president of Black Political Council
Edi son Sout hwest Fresno City Pl anning and Advi sory
Committee, Fresno Nei ghborhood Alliance, Fresno
Revitalization Cooperation, Fresno Gowh Alliance
board president of West Fresno Coalition for Econom c
Devel opnment, that's our econom c devel opnent, our
organi zation that we forned, and that started back in
the end of '94 when we formed that organization, and two
or three other names we had to keep changing. But we
are in the process of, we'll be serving west Fresno as
an econom ¢ devel opment organization. And, let's see.
Oh and also |'ma deacon at Saint Joseph Baptist Church
in cooperation, and that's where we were having nost of
our neetings at.

I'"mal so, sonething that we're doing right
now, presently doing right nowis doing a collaborative
with Valley Children's Hospital, Sequoia Health Clinic
and a |l ot of sone other community organi zations. And
what we're doing is Valley Children's is going to put a,
we're going to, with the collaborative, put the clinic

in west Fresno, and so we're working with that. W'l
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be hiring directly for that clinic pretty soon, and
hopefully we'll have a nice clinic that will slow sone
of this going way over downtown. You know, our
transportation is really poor in west Fresno al so,
because a | ot of poor folks that just don't have the
things that nost of us take for granted.

I'"mgoing to go back on over this. But
anyway, after the first year we started the correlation
the social security building that was in shopping center
in west Fresno there had asbestos in the ceiling, and
they were going to renmove their people and they were
going to either fix it or they were going to nove out of
west Fresno. So the man that owned the property said he
wasn't going to fix it, so they were going to nove and
so we | obbied for a social security building, and after
we finally, we got that social security building in |ess
than a little over a year. But the shopping center, we
spent a lot of tine here at this podiumright here, and
those seats right there, and we acquired that shopping
center. Eventually we got the store, anchorage store,
Food 4 Less, which is doing very well, and anchorage
store, they opened, | believe it was the 23rd of
Decenber, right in that area, in 1999. See, so it
wasn't just walk in and grocery store goes up. They

just took a brand new one up on north side of town |ast
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year, didn't want it there, so they noved it, but to get
t hat shopping center there, it took an arm a leg and a
whol e ot of work. But anyway, that's the kind of

t hi ngs that goes on.

And |I'm a nenber of a whole |ot of
organi zations in southwest Fresno, that we're stil
wor ki ng.  And al so, that shopping center there, they
gave the devel opnment department an award for. It was in
March, in March, they gave an award for economc
devel opnent | ast year, or not last, this year, in March

But anyway, they, like | said, it was hard
getting it, but it was, it's doing tremendous, very wel
in the cormunity. It helps an awful lot, but there's a
ot nore things we need to do. Qur transportation isn't
like it's supposed to be. Buses, they nove the tine
further into the evening, but still, all of it helps,
but it's not like it's supposed to be.

But anyway, we are collaborating, cooperating
wi th other organizations, work together with other
organi zations. W are, we'll be doing a program for
Cal i forni a Endowrent and Rockefeller Foundation. And
the name of the programthat we'll be doing for three
years at $150,000 per year is called Cal Works for
Better Health. And their philosophy is a working person

is a happier, healthier person, and so then we'll be
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doi ng that program and that nmay be extended, could be as
they said, could possibly be extended up to ten years or
maybe, whatever, if we get that information, and the
programs are working like they are supposed to work

But we have an opportunity to start being able
to help our folks in some ways, and we're going to take
advant age of that program and do as nuch as we can. And
we're just, as | said, a new organization formed. W're
not new, but we're a new fornmed organization, and we
have to thank them for financing us partly so we can do
some nmore work in west Fresno. But you heard sone of
the other organizations that are, one or two there, even
you Asian Anmericans that you heard, we work with them
al so. Fresno's | eadership, Catholic charities,
therefore our organization's been doing the program for
Cal Works for Better Health.

CHAI RMAN LONGVI LLE: Was there anything you
wanted to share with us with regard to redistricting,
with regard to the |ines?

MR, KEELS: Well, our district right now,
it's -- well, let me ook at it this way. |[|f you | ook
at the situation this way, where it needs, |like | say,
they tore all of these things down, and they didn't cone
back and build them and there's been no, this is the

first anything that's been built over here in west
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Fresno since '68 and '69, and I1'd |like you, like |I said,
you know, how long it took to get this shopping center
you know.

Okay, now -- now, oh, another thing, we have a
pl ant down here, Sunset WAste Paper, waste di sposa
pl ace, they just put a seven mllion dollar building
right here on El mdown here. That is the next thing.
It's al nost ready to open now, and they have a contract
with the City, and they are presently asked themif they
woul d extend that contract, because they'Il be hiring
peopl e, 43 people out of the community, and other than
Food 4 Less, which they said they would hire their
peopl e, as many as they could, from 93706, so we have a
few people, the ones that are working at the shopping
center in that particular store that cane from west
Fresno.

CHAI RMAN LONGVI LLE: M. Keels, we appreciate
very much your interest in those subjects. Today we're
actually trying to get information on where people fee
communities of interest are in connection with draw ng
lines for redistricting.

Was there anything you could share with us
with regard to where lines should or shouldn't be drawn,
or how conmunities should be held together? Any

information related to that broad subject matter?
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MR KEELS: | think it should be did equally,
but the thing is, see, west Fresno, they have not been
in no big hurry to build west Fresno area up because
it's been blight area to get government noney to work
and if we don't put sonething over there for the people
tolivein, it's still going to stay |ike that, unless
we can solicit enough organi zations to cone in.

As | said, it took that long to get a shopping
center. [|'Il be dead and gone by the tinme they get
anything else in there probably. But that's what |'m
saying, if you draw your lines and redistrict, and you
draw t hem that way, there's nothing out there but farns.
How you get them if you don't count people, what good
is it going to do nme, | nmean, or our area? Okay, SO
when you start redistricting by people, how many live in
these particular places, where it's been controlled
growth, | would say it's controlled growth because the
only gromh you put in there is what they want in there.

Now it m ght be getting to be they are going
to put sonme nore in there because water's right out
there. So where are they going to get their water fronf
So now maybe they'l|l put some houses in west Fresno, but
up until now there hadn't been a whole | ot gone into
west Fresno.

But, you see, that's what | say. You talk
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about unequally proportioned, that bothers me. And west
Fresno has been unequally proportioned for ever since
came here, and it's still that way, and that's why | was
so interested in the type of an organization that |

have, because if there's any way | can, we'll build
sonmething there in west Fresno that will nake us be
proportioned to things that benefit west Fresno, instead
of going all the way across town to get it.

So that's all | can say about it, so | wsh
there was a way you could redistrict that to get
sonmething in west Fresno, to be able to attract people
to west Fresno, and live.

You know, everything don't happen in southwest
Fresno, but if you listen to newspaper and what goes on
TV and that stuff, you think everything happens over
there. It happens all over the city, but nost of it
they try to put it happens in west Fresno, so we got to
have sonme help in west Fresno. So however you divide it
up or nmove these lines around, | w sh you could nove it
somewhere so it would be al so beneficial to west Fresno
and sonme of sout hwest Fresno.

And this is the thing, | have no solution for
it, but you all have the solution, and | appreciate you
listening to ne. But | hope you understand if you don't

make it so you get sone people there, if you are talking
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about people is the ones that's concerned where we

di vide these things, then you need to put some nore
peopl e there, or what can we do? O just leave it like
it is? Thank you.

CHAI RMAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch
M. Keels for taking the time to join us, thank you.

My next witness is M. Juan Aranbul a,
Supervisor for Fresno County, Supervisor Aramnbul a.

SUPERVI SOR ARAMBULA:  Yes, sonebody once said,
if you call nme anything just call nme for dinner

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: Me gusta nucho el sonido
de espanol, pero busco muy dificil a entenderlo porque
no habl o nunguna pal abra de esta idi oma.

SUPERVI SOR ARAMBULA:  Well, you did quite
well. Thank you, M. Chairnman and assenbly nenbers for
hol ding this hearing here in Fresno. As the author
Geral d Hasl em once described it, and wote a book about
it, it's called the other California. And | just wanted
to share with you sone uni que characteristics of the San
Joaqui n Vall ey.

It's been said that if the San Joaquin Valley
was carved out from roughly Kern County up to Stanislaus
and fornmed a new state of the union, that our per capita
i ncone woul d rank 50th out of all of the United States.

We have sone uni que characteristics that we
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hope that you will consider in drawing the boundary
lines for the new districts. And we hope that you will
focus on communities of interest, and specifically, |
woul d I'i ke to suggest for your consideration that we

| ook at inconme and poverty levels. Just in Fresno
County alone, of the top five poorest cities in the
state, we have three here in Fresno County. And yet, in
many ways, Fresno County is no different than some ot her
surroundi ng areas that rely primarily on agriculture. |
woul d urge you to take a | ook at factors such as
education levels, factors such as access to health care
and others which | think describe many of the
difficulties that we are trying to address here in the
San Joaqui n Vall ey.

We hope you will | ook at conpactness of
districts. W hope that you will | ook at conpetitive
districts, so that no one is | ocked out, no group, no
significant nunber of individuals who share interests
will be, will have their vote diluted or be unable to
make their voice heard with their elected
representatives.

In short, M. Chairman and Menbers, we hope
that you will help us to increase our ability to
continue electing representatives who are responsive to

our needs, the needs of the other California. Thank
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you.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much,
Supervisor, for taking the tinme and trouble to cone here
t oday.

Before |I proceed any further, | want to
wel cone Assenbly Menber M ke Briggs, who has joined us
here. Assenbly nenbers, when they first got here, nade
a fewremarks. |If you'd like to share sonething, you
don't have to, but you are wel cone to.

ASSEMBLYMAN BRI GGS: ["l'l make a short
statement. First of all, | never thought |I'd be sitting
up here again.

I"d like to comment, | want to address
M. Keels' concerns before I go, but first, | just want
to give a talk about the Valley or this region of the
Valley, just a little bit. M area, the Assenbly
District, the 29th District, is Fresno County and Tul are
County, 75 percent of ny district is in Fresno County,
which is Fresno and Clovis, and 25 percent of ny
district is in Tulare County, which is Visalia, Wodl ake
Exeter, Farmersville and Three Rivers, and some other
smal ler cities.

First et ne say sonething about Tul are
County. Tulare County has never had their own

representative in the state | egislature, sonmebody
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el ected from Tulare County, and |I've | ong been an
advocate that Tulare County should have a Tul are County
Center District. Doesn't have to take all of Tulare
County, maybe Tul are Kings, or sone spilled a little
over into Kern, but a place where sonebody from Tul are
County woul d have a chance to get elected to that
district. | think it's tine that Tulare County has an
el ected representative, and | think a district should be
drawn to give thema chance to have that, to give thema
strong enough person to be el ected.

Now, | want to talk about this area of Fresno,
Kings and Tul are. Fresno County and Tul are County, we
get less in state resources than nost other areas of the
state. Qur schools get |less than other areas of the
state. W get less noney for roads than other areas of
the state. | don't want to say we are under-represented
in quality of representatives, but we are
under -represented as conpared to other areas of the
state, such as Los Angel es or San Francisco.

| learned that |esson, because | went to
Sacranento to reformthe whole system First day we go
to get sworn in, they ask us to stand up by county and
get sworn in. So they call Fresno, | get sworn in.
They get to Los Angel es County and everybody else in the

room stands up. A good portion are from Los Angel es,
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and | think as a result of that, Fresno ends up getting
| ess and Tul are County ends up getting |less, year after
year in schools, roads and resources. | just hope the
assenbly districts are shaped so the communities of

i nterest can be stronger in this area. The area Myser
Keel s spoke about -- as | said, Fresno gets |less than
the rest of the state, southwest Fresno and Chi nat own
gets less than the rest of the city. They get a
shortage of the rest of the resources. | hope | hel ped
get the shopping center. And so | hope we can keep
areas of interest together such as Tulare County so they
can start showing up nore on the state w de stage.

And Fresno, | think we have maybe five
assenbly menbers, splitting up parts of Fresno, and
that's certainly one area of interest. And let nme say
this, that when we get to this reapportionnment, | hope
the agriculture comunity comes through very strongly.
Qur entire econony is based on agriculture here in
Fresno and Tul are County throughout the San Joaquin
Val l ey, and agriculture's voice in Sacranmento has not
been strong because we have not been strong in nunbers,
and | hope by the end of this reapportionnent,
agriculture cones through with a very strong voice. And
| appreciate, M. Chairman, you took the tinme to cone to

Fresno. And |I've talked to so many people in Fresno who
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have sent a representative, and just appreciate you took
the tine to cone here. And John Ryle fromny staff is
here, and he's been nonitoring nost of the days, so
didn't know if he wanted to say anything or just wanted
to be acknowl edged. Thank you, M. Chairman.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: Thank you very nuch. W
appreciate you joining us, M. Briggs and if M. Ryle
wanted to add, he's certainly able to. W assune
M. Briggs that you cane --

MR, RYLE: M nane's John Ryle, and I'm
princi pal assistant for Assenblyman Briggs, and | read
your report here, and two words that junped out here are
fair and orderly redistricting. As a point of
di scussion, | was special assistant to Senator Maddy in
the '80's, and | watched the destruction of the
districts. The sad thing | hated to see was that these
di stricts neandered all over, all over every where.
thi nk we had eight assenbly districts within our |ast
assenbly district, and it's just so very hard to serve
the public and provide good representation. So if
nothing else, | hope we do this in the interest of voter
reform Thank you.

CHAl RMAN LONGVI LLE: Thank you very rmuch,

M. Ryle. And | was going to say, M. Briggs, we assune

you cone, M. Leonard sent out the call for
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reinforcenments after we had a highly partisan bit of
testimony from M. Reed earlier, and we did get

M. Quinley fromthe Coll ege of Republicans, but | think
M. Leonard's feeling lonely up here, so we appreciate
havi ng anot her republican up on the panel, we appreciate
it. And we certainly have been hearing a great dea
about the interest of agriculture today, we appreciate
that. May want to redraw this part of the map with a

pl ow, just to kind of reflect that.

We have the next, |let me double check if
M. Harris had shown up fromthe NAACP

Okay. And then had M. Gerald Salazar, and if
you can, just for the record, M. Salazar, spell your
name in full for the court reporter before you begin.
Thank you.

MR, SALAZAR:. My nane is Gerald Sal azar
S-A-L-A-Z-A-R, and |'m happy to be here today. | ama
Republican, so M. Leonard and M. Briggs are not the
only ones. And it's great to see you are doing a great

job, M. Briggs.

I'"'mhere to stress, |'ve heard conpelling
testimony fromother citizens. | was born and raised in
Fresno, | work in Tulare, Kings, Fresno County, Kings
County. | work for an outfit that we own and operate a

power plant. W service 1,200,000 acres with ag water
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| also have the same sentinents that these
peopl e cane up and spoke with today. | too renenber as
a kid going down to Del ano, visit my cousins. Well, we
were sent to go work in picking stone fruit, picking
grapes, or whatever was in season. Went to school in
Fresno, Fresno State. | too see the high crinme, the
unenpl oynment, hi gh unenpl oynment, not enough jobs, high
dropout rates. M wife's a school teacher, she sees it
all the time. M main concern is the congressiona
lines that are going to be drawn, the redistricting,
especially District 20. | ask that we are fair and we
do take in consideration and not |ock out nmaybe a
different party that can do sone of the things that were
pronm sed maybe 12 years ago. That was why |I'm up here
today, and | really appreciate that opportunity to cone
out and speak, and as a republican, to speak out on
this. Thank you very nuch

CHAI RVMAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch, sir
We appreciate you taking the tine to join us today, and
by the way, | should have nmentioned earlier, and
neglected to nention the lines that are in existence
today actually were drawn by the courts because of the
district that existed at the time on redistricting. The
lines we all have today, the lines which divide Fresno

as it is divided today by different districts, as wel
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as the rest of the state, were not drawn by the

| egi sl ature, they were drawn by the courts. And of
course, the courts don't hold public hearings when them
draw their lines, so those lines were drawn without the
benefit of this kind of input.

We next have M. Harry Dulan, D-U-L-A-N. Did
| do it correct? And M. John Harris |I'mgoing to give
one | ast chance. These are the only two people | have
left that have not testified, so if we have either one
of those that are able to cone forward here within a
nonment or so, we will recognize them

And let ne, while we're waiting one nonent for
that, |et me announce what the remaining hearings wll
be. Next Friday will be in San Francisco, at the Ednund
G Brown States Building, that will be at 11:00 in the
norning. On June 1st we'll be having a hearing at
Mont erey, for Monterey Bay area actually, be in Seaside,
Seaside City Hall. That will be at city counci
chanmbers there, June 1st. On June 8th we'll be in Los
Angel es at the Ronal d Reagan State Buil di ng, downtown
LA.  June 22nd, we'll have a hearing in the State
Capitol at Jess Unruh Roomin Sacranmento, that will be
covering the Northern California area, Sacranento area.
Fromthat, July 6th, San Bernadino, and July 13th, we'l

be holding a hearing in Orange County. Those are the
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heari ngs the Assenbly has schedul ed already, and with
that, let ne see, is this M. Dulan or M. Harris?

MR. DULAN: Dul an.

(Wher eupon the remai nder of the proceedi ngs

were reported by Geta Gegory, Certified

Short hand Reporter.)

CHAI RMAN LONGVI LLE: M. Dulan. 1Is it
D- U-L- A-N?

MR. DULAN: That's correct.

CHAI RMAN LONGVI LLE:  Harry Dul an.

MR. DULAN. Harry Dul an.

CHAI RMAN LONGVI LLE:  You have a mi crophone.

MR. DULAN: |'m Harry Dulan. |'m a resident
of Fresno. | have been here for the |last al nost 28
years and have been voting since before | noved here. |
am public affairs officer for the Social Security
Admi nistration and | am just speak as a citizen, but |
have been working with the Asian Anericans Pacific
I sl ander consortium peopl e who spoke earlier today in
the area of really trying to help all segnents of our
community and actually specifically the southern Central
California area to benefit all fromall of the different
things that they're eligible for, and in that particular
area with redistricting | amvery interested that
adequate representation be done as far as the boundaries
so that there is not really a gerrymandering, so to
speak, anynore than is normal so that the adequate
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representatives that we do have we will continue to have
in this particular area.

There are, aside fromcultural differences and
| anguage differences and soci oecononic differences some
very interesting things that we have, for example, in
the area that we call southwest Fresno. One of those
areas is the fact that a prenmiere high school as far as
Wi nni ng the academ c decat hl on every year is Edison High
School, which is in southwest Fresno.

Yet at the same tinme you have a | ot of
students that are of one ethnic mpjority that are at the
top of the scale, but you have a |lot that are at the
bottom and so even though we may say English is a mgjor
| anguage and everybody shoul d speak English, we stil
have a great disparity as far as the ability to
understand the | anguage, and so we just want to cl ose hy
sayi ng thank you for the opportunity to speak, as well
we are supportive of the boundary lines, so to speak, as
presently stated or close to as presently stated.

Don't want any nore separation than what we
have, actually would | ook forward to perhaps even a nore
consolidation of those lines, so that we would
definitely make certain that these needs which | as an
i ndi vidual citizen, but working in a professiona

capacity have actually becone nore aware of as | went
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out into the community, saw them they're not going to
cone here personally and tell you, but I"mtelling you
on behal f of many of those. Thank you for your tine.

CHAI RMAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch
M. Dulan, for coming here today. And did M. Harris
cone forward? Was there anyone el se who had
submtted -- do we have Judy Steinke present? Judy
St ei nke or anyone representing her from AFSTED, the
Ameri can Federation of State, County and Municipa
Enpl oyees. And the Merced County Farm Bureau had
i ndi cated they woul d have sonebody here. 1s there
anyone here fromthe Merced Farm County Bureau? |Is
there anyone el se who had turned in request to speak
t hat we have not somehow gotten up here?

There bei ng none, that concludes our hearing
today. | would just thank everyone for taking the tine
to come here. This is very valuable to us. W pick up
i nformati on that we cannot find out any other way except
by you telling us, so thank you for being so active and
for being so public spirited. Your civic spirit
characterizes the fact that you are so civil m nded and
will be reflected for the next ten years in the
boundaries of districts that affect you and your
nei ghbors.

Thank you agai n, and before we adjourn,
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M . Leonard.

MR, LEONARD: M. Chairnman, | want to join in
your remarks and thank everybody that took the tinme to
come out and those that took also the tinme to stay
through the entire hearing. A lot of your suggestions,
keepi ng communities of interest together, particularly
in the central valley communities, | whol eheartedly
agree with. Wat |I'mlooking for as we begin to draw
the lines and I know |I'm asking a | ot because the data
is just comng out, is nore specifics. As you review
the census data, as you discuss the changes that need to
be made in the districts, nore specifics about what
comunities should be put together, what comrunities are
together now that really aren't comunities of interest.
Those ki nds of specifics | think would be helpful to the
conmmittee, as we all know that this is a very
controversial and a very highly politicized process, and
we all want to do the best job possible, but wthout the
adequate information as to which comunities should be
put with another conmunity, we don't know if we're doing
the right thing or making the mistake, and as the
chai rman said, when the California Suprenme Court drew
these |lines a decade ago they followed the law. They
did the best job possible, but they did not get public

input. It was not required under the court hearing.
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The | awyers spoke, not the public.

Thi s process denmands public input, and so now
you have made an investnent today and | woul d encourage
you to follow through on that good investment of tinme by
not letting this commttee or the legislature off the
hook on the directions we should go in drawi ng the
l'ines.

CHAI RMAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch
M. Leonard. M. Cardenas.

MR, CARDENAS: | also wanted to thank everyone
present and everyone who is a part of this hearing. One
thing that | think needs to be understood, and that is
that the purpose of these hearings is to nmake sure that
we get a realistic and honest perspective and
under st andi ng of the various communities around
California, and | also wanted to note that people are
not limted to only making testinony in one | anguage, as
we know here in California many, many | anguages are
spoken, dozens of | anguages, and that nmeans that each
community if we have sonmeone who wants to be heard,
therefore, shall be heard and whatever tone, whatever
| anguage they feel confortable speaking, and | just
wanted to make sure that was clear. And |I'm sure that
it will be -- | hope that everybody understood that

before, but it wasn't articulated specifically as far as

98



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

| can tell, and | wanted to make sure that people
understand that, and this is not the |last hearing, so
hopefully as people cone forward in the future hearings
we will see people and make sure that they understand
that they are here to feel confortable in articulating
thensel ves in the needs of community of interest as best
they can, however they can, so | want to thank all of
you for articulating your needs and your interest so

el oquently today. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN LONGVI LLE: And last, let nme note
that this is the assenbly commttee. There are two
committees, one in the assenbly, one in the senate.
After we've each done of our jobs of adopting lines in
our individual houses, we will then or each one of these
two committees has adopted lines, we will have to get
together to work out differences between the |lines that
have been proposed by the assenbly and proposed by the
senate. For all four categories that we draw lines for
the state senate, the state assenbly, the congressiona
del egation from California and the State Board of
equal i zation, so as part of that process the senate is
al so hol di ng sonme hearings, and on May 22nd the senate
committee will be holding a hearing in Fresno at the
Hugh Burns State Building in the auditoriumin Fresno.

| nmentioned that | don't have -- oh, excuse ne, it is
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from1:00 until 5:00 in the afternoon for those here.
They will al so be holding hearings subsequently in San
Di ego, Los Angel es, San Jose and Sacranento, and that
full schedule is out in the | obby as well as the
schedul es | have described earlier for the assenbly
comi ttee.

Agai n, thank you all very nmuch. Those people
who believe that governnent is inaccessible and too
difficult to participate in unfortunately don't realize
as you realize that if you do care and want to take the
time and trouble you can have a |l ot of inmpact. Thank
you for acknow edgi ng that. Thank you for being here.
Thank you for giving us the benefit of your information.
We appreciate it, and this neeting is now adjourned.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 1:40 p.m)
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State of California )
) ss.
County of Fresno )

We, CRETA GREGORY and JULI E KEENEY, do hereby

certify that the foregoi ng pages conprise a full, true

and correct transcript of the proceedings held in the

within-entitled matter on the 11th day of My, 2001
In Wtness Whereof, | have hereunto set ny
hand and affixed nmy signature at nmy office in Fresno,

California, this 21st day of My, 2001.

GRETA CGREGORY, C.S.R. NO. 8612

JULI E KEENEY, C. S. R NO. 8804
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